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Abounding Grace Christian Church 
“Journey through Genesis” – Part 11 

 
I. Insights from Chapter Eight. 
 A. Verses 1-19 - Noah’s Deliverance. 

   1. Verse 1 – “Then God remembered Noah…” – “When Moses wrote that God remembered someone  
       he meant God extended mercy to him or her by delivering that person from death”  

     – Dr. Thomas Constable 
2. “And God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters subsided.” – “It is also possible to  
     see God’s acts in chapter 8–9 as paralleling God’s acts in chapter 1. This is a new beginning for  
     mankind. If so, the wind here parallels ‘the Spirit hovered” of 1:2.” – Dr. Bob Utley. 
3. Verse 2 – Compare this to 7:11. 
4. Verse 3 – After the rain came down for 40 days and 40 nights, the water remained for 150 days and then  
    began to recede.  (Remember 7:24). 
5. Verse 4 - The ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat. (Note the plural) 

“Modern computer studies have shown, interestingly, that the geographical center of the earth’s land mass is located within 
a short distance of Mount Ararat, a ‘coincidence’ that can hardly be other than providential” 

--The Genesis Record, Henry Morris, page 215 
6. Verse 5 - The waters receded for another 2 ½ months when the high ground was seen.  
7. Verses 6 – 9 - After forty more days Noah open up the window of the ark sending out a raven and a dove  
    to check the condition of the earth.  In this case the dove returned to the ark but the raven did not. Ravens  
    can live on dead flesh and other such things. Doves are very particular about their diet. 
8. Verses 10, 11 - After another seven days he sent out a dove a second time. This time the dove returned  
    but with an olive branch in its mouth. 
9. Verse 12 – After another seven days, the dove is sent out for a third time and doesn’t return. 

           10. Verse 13 - After approximately 319 days on the ark, Noah opened the covering (the door) and looked  
     upon dry ground. 
           11. Verses 14-19 - After another 56 days God encouraged them to go out of the ark (A total of about 

    375 days on the ark).  Noah, his family and the animals exited the ark. 
 

  B. Verses 20-22 – Noah’s Offering and God’s Promise. 
   1. Verse 20 - Noah's “altar”  is the first altar mentioned in the Bible. His “burnt offerings”  were for  
       worship. Some of the burnt offerings under the law were for the same purpose. Specifically, a burnt  
       offering made atonement and expressed the offerer's complete personal devotion to God (cf. Leviticus 1;  
       Romans 12:1, 2). As the head of humanity, Noah's sacrifice represented all mankind. 
    a. It’s noteworthy to mention that Noah’s first act after coming off the ark was worship. 
    b. He didn’t build a house first, he built an altar. 
   2. Verses 21, 22 – God establishes a Covenant with Noah which continues into Chapter 9:17. 
        Note: Even after the Judgment, God states that “…the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his  
        youth…” (cf. Psalm 51:5) 
 II. Highlights of Chapter Nine. (With some reference back to Chapter 8) 
  A. What is the Meaning of a Covenant? 

1. The word “covenant”  has a variety of definitions which may vary slightly depending upon whether the 
            covenant is between men or between God and men. 

2. Hebrew (Old Testament), the most common word is “beriyth” ;  “in the sense of cutting; a compact 
           (because made by passing between pieces of flesh)” – Strong’s Concordance. 
   3. The “Complete Word Study Dictionary”  defines the word “beriyth”  as; “treaty”, “alliance”,  
            “agreement”.  
   4. In that a covenant was viewed as being a life and death commitment the ratification of it involved  
       bloodshed.  The sacrificial blood used to make the covenant official represented the life commitment of  
       those entering into the covenant. 
   5. “A Blood covenant between two parties is the closest, the most enduring, the most solemn and the  
       most sacred of all contracts  It absolutely cannot be broken.  When you enter into blood covenant  
       with someone, you promise to give them your life, your love and your protection forever…till  
       death do you part.” – Richard Booker, The Miracle of the Scarlet Thread. p. 27. 
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  B. What is the essence of the Covenant that God made with Noah? 

1. The Promises and Commands of the Covenant. 
a. 8:21 - The promise was made to never again to curse the earth for man’s sake. 
b. 8:22 - The Four Seasons were Established. 
c. 9:1, 7 - The Command was given to be fruitful, multiply and replenish the earth. (cf. Genesis 
    1:28). 
d. 9:3 - Animals were given to man for food.  
e. 9:4 - The command not to eat the blood of animals was given by God.  This is confirmed in the  
    Mosaic Covenant and in the Early Church (Acts 15:20). 
f. 9:5,6 - The authority to administer justice including capital punishment was given to man. 
g. 9:9-11 - God promised never to destroy the earth again by a flood. 

 
2. The Blood of the Covenant – 8:20, 21 - The Blood of this Covenant was the blood of the clean animals  
    offered as burnt offerings by Noah. (cf. Ephesians 5:2; Philippians 4:18). 
 
3. The Sign of the Covenant – Verses 12-17.  God selected a New Phenomenon called the Rainbow to be  
    the sign of this new covenant with Noah.  It’s suggested by some that in ancient times hanging a bow  
    was a symbol of peace.   
 
4. This covenant would remain for “perpetual generations” (verse 12).  People have no responsibility to  
    guarantee the continuation of this covenant; God will do all that He promised. Notice the recurrence of 
    “I,” “Me,”  and “My”  in these verses. Thus, this covenant is unconditional, universal (verse 11), and  
     everlasting (verse 16). 

 

"What distinguishes the Noahic [Covenant] from the patriarchal one and for that matter all others recounted in the Old 
Testament is its truly universal perspective. It is God's commitment to the whole of humanity and all terrestrial creation—

including the surviving animal population." – Kenneth A. Mathews – New American Commentary 
 

  C. Verses 18-29 - Noah and his Sons. 
   1. Verses 18, 19 – The three sons are mentioned and one grandson, Canaan.  From these sons of Noah, the 

    whole earth would now be populated. 
2. Verses 20, 21 – Noah’s Work and the First Sin after the Flood.  Noah became drunk with wine.  (cf.  
    Galatians 5:21) 
3. Verses 22, 23 – The question often arises as to what was Ham’s sin? 
 a. We must understand that ancient people had a culture of “Honor and Shame”.  Basically, Ham  
     dishonored his father and shamed him.  
“To the ancients, however, even seeing one’s father naked was a breach of family ethic. The sanctity 

of the family was destroyed and the strength of the father was made a mockery.  Ham apparently stumbled 
on this accidentally, but went out and exultingly told his two brothers, as if he had triumphed over his 

father.” – The Bible Knowledge Commentary 
 

“It is difficult for someone living in the modern world to understand the modesty and discretion of privacy called for 
in ancient morality. Nakedness in the OT was from thebeginning a thing of shame for fallen man [3:7] . . . the 

state of nakedness was both undignified and vulnerable. . . .To see someone uncovered was to bring dishonor and to gain 
advantage for potential exploitation.” - Allen P. Ross, "The Curse of Canaan," Bibliotheca Sacra 137:547 (July-September1980):230. 

 
   4. What is the Significance of the Curse placed on Ham? 

a. The ungodly line would now go through the lineage of Ham.  
    Most of the main biblical opponents of God’s purpose and His chosen people came from the line  
    of Ham. The most significant include: 

1) Cush—the father of Nimrod, the father of Babylon and Nineveh (Genesis 10:6). 
2) Mizraim—the father of the Egyptians (Genesis 10:6-8). 
3) Canaan—the father of the Canaanite peoples (Exodus 33:2). 
4) Phut—an ally with Tyrus against God’s people (Ezekiel 27:10). 


