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“Marriage and Family Matters” Part 8 Brief Review

The First Family
Genesis 2:7-25 

Four Foundational Laws of Marriage
1. The Law of Priority – “Therefore a man shall LEAVE his father and mother…”  Genesis 2:24.
2. The Law of Pursuit – “…and be JOINED to his wife…”
3. The Law of Possession – “…they shall become ONE flesh.”
4. The Law of Purity – “And they were both naked, 

the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.”
Genesis 2:25.

The Law of Possession
“…they shall become ONE flesh.”

• This Scripture is obviously referring to the sexual union between husband and wife.  But, this physical and emotional union which happens is a representation of the union of two lives in every other aspect.
• This concept of the union of lives goes back to the idea of marriage being a Covenant.
• A covenant is a formal, solemn and binding agreement or contract, usually under seal, between two (or more) parties.



4/30/2019

2

• A Marriage Covenant literally means to bind two people together – the two become one!Two people now BELONG to one another! 
“They will betray their friends, be reckless, be puffed up with pride, and love pleasure rather than God.”II Timothy 3:4 – New Living TranslationThe word “betray” means; “traitor”; “giving forward into another’s (an enemy’s) hands”; “to surrender”.

God wants us to establish and build marital relationships according to His pattern.

• This means that we start with a union of our spirit.  This eliminates the idea of Christians marrying the unsaved – II Corinthians 6:14-15.  Before a husband and wife are anything else, they are a brother and sister in Christ.
• Then we move to a unity in our soul realm of the mind, will and emotions.
• Finally we become one flesh in marriage.

Note: I Thessalonians 5:23 – “…spirit, soul and body…” (Satan and the flesh wants to do this 
the other way around.)

• If our relationship is based on physical attractions there are some problems just waiting to happen.
• The relationship will decline as physical beauty declines.
• There will be a low level of communication because they never learned to communicate effectively.
• Higher risk of moral attack.  Someone will always look better.

Communication in Marriage
Is a Vital Key!

Before a man and a woman are husband and wife, they should be best friends. This has to do with a unity in the soul realm of mind, will and emotions. Friendship cannot occur in the truest sense without quality communication between the parties involved.
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Before a man and a woman are husband and wife, they should be best friends. This has to do with a unity in the soul realm of mind, will and emotions. Friendship cannot occur in the truest sense without quality communication between the parties involved.

Communication is the process by which one person passes on to another person his ideas and feelings.
It comes from the word “communion” which involves “a sharing, a participation with and an impartation from one person to another.” The purpose of communication can be to persuade, inform, entertain, or any combination of these things.

More Specific Purpose for Communication in Marriage:1. To help nurture a Growing Relationship between the Husband and Wife.
2. To help bring Resolve to Problems and Situations.
3. To help the Husband and Wife in Becoming One. 

1. Make time for quality communication. This willhelp you to stay up to date in your communication. This means turning the TV or computer off, putting the newspaper or book down and perhaps even shutting off your cellphone.
2. Make sure it is a good time for both to share. Learn to read your spouse’s moods.  Ask your spouse, “When would be a good time for us to discuss this?”

3. Pray before discussing particularly difficult areas.
“Then Jesus told His disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up.” Luke 18:1 

4. Attack the problem and not the person. Avoid using the word “you” in accusation. Colossians 4:6.
5. Communicate accurately avoiding exaggerations.“You always do this.”“Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into Him who is the Head, that is, Christ.” – Ephesians 4:15 

6. Be a ready listener. That means we:*Do not interrupt.*Listen more and talk less.*Take the time to understand what is really being said.*Don’t be Trying to figure out your “Come Back” when you should be listening.
“He who answers before listening—that is his folly and his shame.” – Proverbs 18:13 
“Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, for man’s anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires.” James 1:19-20 
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7. Do not get defensive or react to individual wordsor statements. Listen to the heart not the factsof the matter. “A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.” – Proverbs 15:1 
8. Try to put yourself in the other person’s position,to understand their point of view.“Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.”Romans 12:15 

9. Learn how to Respond to bring Clarity. 
• Example: “I feel that you do not love me.” Wrong Reply: “Well that’s dumb, of course I love you; I bring you my pay check every week don’t I?”

Right Reply: “What am I doing or saying that isgiving you the impression that I do not love you?”
This means think things through before you speak!

“The heart of the righteous weighs its answers, but the mouth of the wicked gushes evil.” 
Proverbs 15:28 

“A wise man’s heart guides his mouth, and his lips promote instruction.” – Proverbs 16:23 

10. When you are wrong, freely admit it.“Whoever loves instruction loves knowledge, But he who hates correction is stupid.”Proverbs 12:1 

11. When someone confesses to you forgive them quickly.“Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.” – Ephesians 4:32 

12. Control your anger. 
“A fool gives full vent to his anger, but a wise man keeps himself under control.” – Proverbs 29:11 

“In your anger, do not sin. Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold.” – Ephesians 4:26-27 

13. Do not keep bringing up old arguments or wrongs. “Love…keeps no record of wrongs.” I Corinthians 13:5 
“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.” – Isaiah 43:18 See also Philippians 3:13-14. 
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14. Focus on the positive instead of the negative. 
“…whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.” –Philippians 4:8 

15. Keep conflicts between yourself and yourspouse as much as possible. Don’t get others involved unless it is absolutelynecessary. 
“If you argue your case with a neighbor, do not betray another man’s confidence…” – Proverbs 25:9 

See also Matthew 18:15-18. 

“Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails.”I Corinthians 13:4-8


