“MY MEMBERSHIP AT EBENEZER”

First Corinthians 12:12 – 31 

Session 1: “I Will Be A Functioning Church Member
January 11, 2017 
1)  The body of Christ will not function or operate as it was intended if it is missing a key part of the body.  [true] or [F]  

· Sermon > YES, membership means we are all necessary parts of the whole.  Like a car missing a steering wheel or a computer missing a hard drive, the body of Christ cannot function as intent when missing any of its’ church (body) members.  In other words, Ebenezer will operate, as it should only when every member is functioning properly within the church.  

· v12 >  “For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ.”  

· Sermon >  Every member has received a different spiritual gift(s) that needs to be used in the ministry (service) to the church.  Ultimately, the foundation for exercising these gifts is love.  

2)  The various members within the body of Christ are not connected or not necessarily dependent upon one another.  [t] or [False]  

· Sermon > no, membership means we are connected and interdependent upon one another.  We need one another in order to do the work of ministry.  What happens to one happens to all.  

· v26 >  “And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honored, all the members rejoice with it.”  
3)  What does it mean to be a member of a church?  How is it different from being a member of a civic organization or the country club?  Give scriptural reference.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon >  Church membership starts with belonging.  A functioning church member is about stewardship: giving and servanthood.  One cannot be a biblical member of the church without giving abundantly and serving without hesitation.  

· Sermon >  The country club is about entitlements: privileges and perks.  Every member is vital to the body of Christ, but when many of the members fail to use their gifts, the church suffers.  

· Rainer >  “With a country club membership you pay your dues and pay others to do the work for you.  With church membership, everyone has a role or function.  Biblical membership is to give abundantly and to serve without hesitation.”  

· v27 >  “Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular.”  
4)  Do you feel that you are using your gift(s) to build up the church through ministry?  Why or why not?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon >  It is easy to look to specific programs, great ministries and amazing worship experiences as the things that will grow a church.  However, the church grows when all of its members are working properly – in ministry.  The function of the church is to make disciples, and discipleship grows ministries, which grows the church.  

· Rainer >  “God placed us in the church to serve, to care for others, to pray for leaders, to teach, to give, and in some cases, to die for the sake of the gospel.  Many churches are weak because we have members who have turned the meaning of membership upside down.”  

5)  How do you view your membership at Ebenezer?  Do you focus on the privileges and perks you receive or on how you can serve?  


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon >  Biblical church membership implies a desire to serve and not to be served.  Membership means that we are different but we still work and function together.  There are no nobodies in church membership.  Our membership at Ebenezer means that we are interrelated and interdependent upon one another.  

· Sermon >  Church membership is a diversity in unity  and where everybody has a function.  
· Rainer >  “One of the beautiful things about the body of Christ is that it is made up of unique members with different spiritual gifts.  Often, churches do a disservice when we emphasize the particular importance of certain gifts to the exclusion of others.  Every believer’s gift is necessary for the body to function as it should.”  

· Rainer >  “Spiritual gifts are given to believers at the moment of salvation.  These gifts are not chosen by us but rather given to us by the Holy Spirit according to His discretion.  The gifts we receive are to be used to build up the body of Christ and glorify the Lord Jesus Christ.”  

6)  Name two spiritual gifts you feel to be the most important.  Read 1Cor. 12:1 thru 11.  

[1]  __________________________________________________________________________
[2]  __________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon >  All spiritual gifts are equal.  We need to celebrate every gift as it is exercised within the body of Christ.  Paul stresses that we should not devalue the gifts of others because they are needed for the church to be built up and to grow.  We need one another in order to do the work of ministry.  Everybody needs to love everybody to be a healthy church membership.  

· Rainer >  “That is why some are hands, feet, ears, or eyes.  We are all different, but we are necessary parts of the whole.”  

· vv20-21 >  “But now are they many members, yet but one body.  21 And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you.”  
· Sermon >  The Corinthian church was experiencing “gift envy.”  Paul called for a more excellent way or love.  Love must be the foundation of everything that happens within the church.  It was love that caused Jesus to hang upon the cross.  
· v31 >  “But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way.”  

7)  Name your spiritual gift(s).  


__________________________________________________________________________ 

· Sermon >  There are parts of our body that are indispensable even though they might seem weak.  In fact, the most indispensable people in the church are usually the ones that do their work for the Lord quietly behind the scenes, without fanfare or need for recognition.  

· Rainer >  “The concept of an inactive church member is an oxymoron.  The idea that you can be a church member without serving and giving cannot be found in the Bible.”  
· Sermon >  One of the ongoing questions you should ask yourself and God in prayer is, “How can I best serve Ebenezer?”  You should never ask yourself if you should be serving Ebenezer.  
8)  In relation to church membership, why is it important for members to know and use their spiritual gift(s).  


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon >  It is important because all gifts must operate in love and be done to glorify God and to edify the body.  There are no nobodies in the body of Christ.  We need one another in order to accomplish the work of ministry.  
· Sermon >  No one can say that his or her gift and function in the church is more or less important than yours is.  After all, God place individuals into the church and the Holy Spirit bestows the spiritual gifts.  
· v11 >  “But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he (The Spirit) will.”  
· v18 >  “But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him (God).”  



