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scripture:  Acts 12:1 – 5, 12  

1Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the church.  2And he killed James the brother of John with the sword.  3And because he saw it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to take Peter also.  (Then were the days of unleavened bread.)  4And when he had apprehended him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers to keep him; intending after Easter to bring him forth to the people. 5Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto God for him.  12And when he had considered the thing, he came to the house of Mary the mother of John, whose surname was Mark; where many were gathered together praying.  
subject:    “somebody prayed for me”                 [...keep me – in your prayers ] 
prayer:    “Dear Lord, hear our prayers...”  
note:   This morning, let us consider sermon four of our six-sermon series on the significance of being a biblically functioning, unifying, serving, praying church member based on the book “I Am a Church Member” by Thom S. Rainer. 

· Rainer asserts that “Congregations across America are weak because many of us church members have lost the biblical understanding of what it means to be a part of the body of Christ.” 
· chapter four is entitled, “I Will Pray for My Church Leaders” 

· As we continue with our series, I want to talk about the significance of church members vigilantly praying for their church leaders, especially the pastor and his family on a consistent basis. 

· I must confess that I was a bit apprehensive about the subject of this chapter. 

· I feel a little uncomfortable about preaching to remind the church that they should pray for their   pastor and their church leaders. 

· Nevertheless, the more I studied, the more I found multiple times where the Apostle Paul asked for prayer for his needs and the needs of his ministry companions.
Romans 15:30 > “I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to join me in earnest prayer to God on my behalf…” 
Colossians 4:3 > “At the same time pray for us as well that God will open to us a door for the word…”  

1Thess 5:25 > “Beloved, pray for us.” 
2Thess 3:1 > “Finally, brothers and sisters, pray for us, so that the word of the Lord may spread rapidly…” 
· Since Paul thought it important enough to ask for prayer on multiple occasions, than I shouldn’t feel awkward about asking as well. 
· In his book, Rainer emphasizes the need for church members to pray for pastors and church leaders. 
Rainer > “We should not be surprised, then, when we hear about a pastor’s moral failure.  We are grieved and heartbroken, but not surprised.  The devil is setting traps for pastors, anything he can do to bring harm to the pastor’s reputation.  He will stop at nothing – greed, adultery, anger, addiction – to catch the pastor in his trap.” 
· The devil sees pastors as a threat; therefore, the highest priority is to take him down and take him out. 
· In our current culture, leadership is tougher today than ever before and church leadership is no different. 

· Leaders are held to a higher standard than are most people! 
· There is an authority-resisting attitude that pervades not only the world but the church as well. 

· Leadership is not an easy job. 
· People distrust leaders. 

· Over the past 30-40 years, our experience with political, corporate, and even church leaders has put us in a position to be wary. 

· That attitude especially applies to church leaders. 

· We have seen some horrendous and truly harmful scandals that have affected the church’s testimony to a dying world. 
· We should not be surprised by these scandals. 
· The Bible clearly tells us that there will be people who will try to use church leadership for ungodly purposes. 
· In Matt 7:15, Jesus says, “Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.” 

· In Acts 20, Paul warns the elders in the church at Ephesus, “I know that after I leave, grievous wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock.  [30] Even from your own number men will arise, speaking perverse things, in order to draw away disciples after them.  [31] Therefore, be on your guard.”  

· The role and goal of church leadership is to mold the local believers into a biblically functioning, unifying, serving, praying team. 
· A team works together to achieve the same goal to win the super bowl. 
· Just like the Atlanta Falcons, Ebenezer Church is made up of people with different gifts, different personalities, and different skill levels. 
· Church leadership is put in place to shape all of these different members into a body of people who utilize their differences; yet, work together to accomplish the goal of furthering the gospel of Christ and the mission of putting the family back together. 
· Church leaders need prayers. 
Rainer > “All church leaders need prayer.  I will usually say pastor, but that can mean minister or elder or director or whatever term you use.  It may refer to the senior leader, or it could be about someone else on staff.  The point is that we church members must pray for our church leaders.” 
– in our text – 

· The Bible teaches that the effectual fervent prayers of the righteous availeth much:  [James 5:16] 
· In fact, Scriptures instruct us to pray without ceasing:  [1Thes 5:17] 
· The Word of God makes plain that every member is vital to the body of Christ.  That unity is critical to the biblical functioning of the church and that membership includes serving and praying. 

· Every believer knows that prayer changes things. 

· Thank be to God, Ebenezer is open to learning the importance of church members praying for church leaders. 

rq >  “For what should the church membership pray?”  

1 – pray for the leadership  

2 – pray for their protection  

3 – pray for their health  

rq >  “For what should the church membership pray?”  

1 – pray for the leadership  

· The congregation can go no farther than their leaders have gone. 

· If the pastors, ministers, and elders of the church falter then the church will falter. 

· If Satan can defeat the leaders, Satan can defeat the congregation. 

· Leaders need prayer so they can inspire and guide the people. 

· Our church leaders are not just leaders when they are in this building – they are servant leaders who serve beyond these walls. 

Consider just this month >  

· Church leaders participated in training to qualify EBC to become an authorized “USDA food bank” distribution center. 

· Each of the four Saturdays, church leaders participated in providing hot meals at the PWC winter shelter. 

· Church leaders participated in opening the church building early in the morning and securing the church building late in the evening. 

· Church leaders participated in donating fees to acquiring a much-needed church van. 

· Those are just a few of many cases where the leaders in this congregation do things that hardly anybody sees or notice. 
· I am grateful for our leaders who give unselfishly of themselves. 

· In the book, Rainer affirms that church leaders should be “blameless” or “beyond criticism” or “beyond finding fault.” 

· That is, to be “above reproach” or “above finding fault.” 
· Church leaders ought to live “beyond scandal.” 
Rainer > “While the pastor is certainly not expected to be perfect, he is to have a reputation above most everyone else.  When people in the community speak or think about the pastor, the thoughts and words should be positive and encouraging.” 
· Satan would love nothing more than to bring discouragement and discord into the life of the pastor. 

· In v5, the author of Acts, Luke states that > “Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto God for him.” 
· That is, Peter was kept in prison but fervent and persistent prayer was being made to God by the Church for him. 

· In other words, the church membership, the assembly of the saints, earnestly and continuously offered prayers of petitions to God on behalf of Pastor Peter. 

· The church membership must pray for the preacher and the preaching. 

rq >  “What should the church membership pray for?”  

1 – Pray for the Leadership  

2 – pray for their protection  

· It’s not just pastors and ministers who struggle through tough times. 
· There have been many good people in church leadership, who have quit their positions and even the church, because of how much the pressure of leadership has caused problems in their homes and in their businesses. 
· Church leaders face the same struggles as everyone else.  Their families also face struggles. 
· They require “prayer protection” the same as every Christian. 
· They too worry about family members, financial struggles, health issues and all kinds of concerns that they have to take care of along with everyone else’s problems. 
· We do not need specific reasons to pray for one another but church leaders are most likely to be the first ones attacked. 
· Satan watches for the right time to attack a leader. 
· Church leaders are the ones most often to quit ministry. 
· I wonder what would have happened if these church leaders had at least a few prayer partner, people to pray for their moral purity, for their protection and for their spiritual development. 
· Look at v1, Luke records that > “Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the church.” 
· The text affirms that Herod killed James Zebedee and would have killed Peter except that it was the days of unleavened bread or the Passover. 
· Leaders do things that are unpopular, difficult, and many times draining … physically, emotionally, and spiritually. 
· The church has one sure weapon of protection. 
· A weapon just as powerful as the “Sword of the Spirit” which is the “Word of God.” 
· Prayer is still the church’s single most powerful weapon of protection. 
Rainer > “The devil is powerful.  But God is so much more powerful.  And God, in ways we don’t always understand fully, works through the prayers of believers.”  

rq >  “For what should the church membership pray?”  

1 – Pray for the Leadership  //  2 – Pray for their Protection  
3 – pray for their health  
· Thirdly, pray for the physical and mental health of your church leaders. 

· Serving and leading a church can expend all of a church leader’s energy. 

· We are on call every day and every hour. 

· Because the demands are so great on him or her, a church leader may neglect her or his own health and well-being. 

· While no one is invulnerable to sickness and accidents, we can still pray for all of our church leaders in this regard. 

· It should not be a huge stretch of our intellect to understand that church leaders are human and therefore have limitations. 

· The responsibility of leadership is exceedingly heavy and no one is capable of doing the task, physically or spiritually, on his or her own. 

· Don’t just pray for our physical health, pray for our mental health. 

· Church leaders have to make dozens of decisions on any given day. 

· We need discernment and wisdom.  Church leaders feel stress and pressure every day. 

· Pray that God will give us the peace that only He can give. 

· If we want the church to succeed, we need our leaders to succeed. 

· We as leaders need you to hold us up in prayer. 

· We need you to pray for our families, pray for our protection, and pray for our health. 

· Pray that God gives us discernment and wisdom so that we, as the church of Christ in our community, might accomplish the furtherance of the gospel. 

· Being delivered from prison by an angel of the Lord, v12 tells us that Peter arrives at John Mark mother’s house in the middle of the night. 
· There, the church membership had gathered to pray. 

end of sermon



