“somebody prayed for me”

Acts 12:1 – 5, 12 
“I Will Pray for My Church Leaders” – Ch 4 


Let us consider sermon four In our six-week sermon series on the significance of being a biblically functioning, unifying, serving, and praying church member.  Church members are to vigilantly pray for their church leaders, especially the pastor and his family on a consistent basis.  

The Apostle Paul asked for prayer for his needs and the needs of his ministry companion.  _____
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Over the past 30-40 years, our experience with political, corporate, and even church leaders has put us in a position to be wary.  ____________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Church Leadership is put in place to shape all of these different members into a body of people who utilize their differences, yet  ___________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

– in our text – 

· The Bible teaches that the effectual fervent prayers of the righteous avails much.  _____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question >  “For what should the church pray?”  
1 –  PRAY  FOR  ____________  _________________  
· The congregation can go no farther than their leaders have gone.  _________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Leaders need prayer so they can inspire and guide the people.  ___________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· I am grateful for our “leaders” who give unselfishly of themselves.  In the book, Rainer affirms that church leaders should be “above reproach” or beyond “to find fault.”  _______________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In v5, Luke states that “Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto God for him.”  _____________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The church membership earnestly and continuously offered prayers of petitions to God on behalf of Pastor Peter.  ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2 –  PRAY  FOR  ____________  _________________  

· It is not just pastors and ministers who struggle through tough times.  _______________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· We do not need specific reason to pray for one another but church leaders are most likely to be the first ones attacked.  __________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Look at v1, Luke records that “Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the church.”  ______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Leaders do things that are unpopular, difficult, and many times draining, physically, emotionally, and spiritually.  _________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Prayer is still the church’s single most powerful weapon of protection.  ______________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3 –  PRAY  FOR  ____________  _________________  

· Pray for the physical and mental health of your church leaders.”  __________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· While no one is invulnerable to sickness and accidents, we can still pray for all of our church leaders in this regard.  ___________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Church leaders have to make dozens of decisions on any given day.  _______________________

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In v12, being delivered from prison by an Angel of the Lord, Peter arrives a t John Mark mother’s house in the middle of the night.  ___________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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