“unified as one”

Ephesians 4:1 – 7 

Session 2: “I Will Be A Unifying Church Member
January 18, 2017 
1)  What happens in the church will not affect or influence culture.  [t] or [False]  

· Sermon > no, whatever happens in the church will eventually affect the culture.  Ultimately, unity in the church will influence the culture around us.  
· Likewise, a disjointed church is impotent, vulnerable, and ineffective.  In fact, disunity is detrimental to the cause of Christ because of its’ polluted witness to our culture and the world.  
· v3 > “Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”  

2)  Church unity and leadership are the responsibilities of the church leaders.  [t] or [False]  

· Sermon > no, church unity, leadership, and direction are everyone’s responsibilities.  God demands that every church member become a unifying present in the church.  
· Sermon > Unity is vital to the health of a church and every church member has the responsibility to keep and to maintain the unity.  
· Rainer > “You have a responsibility as a church member.  You are to be a source of unity.  You are never to be a divisive force.  You are to love your fellow church members unconditionally.  And while that doesn’t mean you agree with everyone all the time, it does mean you are willing to sacrifice your own preferences to keep unity in your church.”  

· v4 > “There is one body, and one Spirit, even as you are called in one hope of your calling.”  
3)  Unity results from what, it is power by what, and it generates what?  Which one does not belong? 


a]  Forgiveness     b]  Prayer     c]  Redemption     d]  Love  

· Sermon > Redemption [c] does not belong in this list.  Unity results from prayer.  Unity is the result of our Lord Jesus praying for the church.  Unity is powered by love.  Unity is actually powered by unconditional love.  Unity generates forgiveness.  Through unity, there should be no schism or unforgiveness in the church.  
· Sermon > Church membership is about belonging to a single, cooperative, unified entity called the church.  
· John 17:21 > “That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.”  

4)  What did Paul mean when he said in Colossians 3:14 that love is the perfect bond of unity?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > Paul encourages the believers in the Colossian church to “put on” the one thing that will lead to unity.  Perfect harmony or unity is only possible when love is present.  
· Col. 3:14 > “Above all these things put on love, which is the bond of unity.”  

· John 13:34 > “By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.” 
· Rainer > “For when we seek unity, we demonstrate love.  Paul said ‘above all.’  It doesn’t get much more important than that.  Unity is really important in your church.  Are you doing your part?”  

· Sermon > Unity is powered by love.  From the first sermon, we are reminded that spiritual gifts were useless without love (1Cor 13).  
5)  What is the best path to take if someone brings gossip to you at the Ebenezer church?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > Gossip and idle or negative talk will destroy unity in the church.  Gossip is any conversation that backbites or spread rumors about another person.  Gossip is destructive to the church and tears at the fabric of unity.  
· Rainer > “Gossip is bad.  And gossip is destructive in your church.  A few things can destroy the unity of a church like gossip.  A unified church is powerful.  Gossip tears apart that unity and renders a church powerless.”  

· Sermon > First, “Don’t be a source of gossip.  If you have any doubt whether something is gossip or not, don’t mention it.  Keep your tongue under control.”  

· Sermon > Second, “If someone in the church begins to share gossip with you, gently rebuke him or her.  You don’t have to be harsh in your response to them.  Kindly say that you would rather not hear any gossip and you would hope it wouldn’t continue to spread.”  
· Rainer > “You can be a unifier in your church with those simple words.  And if there are just a few more members like you, word will travel.  Other church members will know that gossip is not tolerated in your church.  And the congregation will be a place of joy and unity.”  

6)  How is forgiveness related to unity at Ebenezer church?  


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > Unity generates forgiveness.  After all, forgiveness is a central component of believers living in harmony (unity) with one another in the local church.  In fact, the way we forgive says something about the way we understand our own forgiveness.  
· Sermon > It is impossible to have a right relationship with God if we are not willing to forgive others.  
· Matt. 6:14-15 > “For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you:  [15] But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.”  
· Sermon > That is, our unity with each other generates forgiveness for one another.  Unity generates forgiveness because forgiveness and unity are interrelated (first cousins).  As Christ forgave us, we must also forgive each other.  
· Rainer > “Unity in the church will not happen if members have unforgiving hearts.  Too many times members have anger and hurt because of something another member has said or done.  Some members are angry and hurt at the pastor and staff because of something they said or did or failed to do.”  

7)  What does it mean if one church member does not forgive another?  


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > Church unity is torn apart when members refuse to forgive, and when any member is too prideful to grant forgiveness.  Moreover, pride, strife, and an unforgiving heart create disunity.  Remember, we are to bear with each other – in love.  
· v2 >  “Forbear one another in love…”  
· Rainer > “Each local church is made up of imperfect members and imperfect pastors.  We will make mistakes.  We will all sin.  Yes, we are all hypocrites.  Church unity is torn apart when members refuse to forgive, when any member is too prideful to grant forgiveness.  Remember, Christ loved us so much that He died on a cross to forgive us.  And now, as He has forgiven us, so we must forgive others.  It is essential to the unity of your church.”   
Belonging
· Belonging to Jesus has to do with relationship, not possession.
· Belonging to Jesus also means belonging to each other.
· Belonging to Jesus, means we have a relationship with God the Father.
· As children of a common Father, we are thus one another’s brothers and sisters.  
· Therefore, we belong in close fellowship with other members of God’s family =                    Church Membership! 



