Subj:  “UNITED AS ONE”
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scripture:  Eph 4:1 – 4 // 5 – 7  

1I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called,  2With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love;  3Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  4There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling;  

5One Lord, one faith, one baptism,  6One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.  7But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.  

subject:    “unified as one”                      







[...we’re one in the Spirit ]
prayer:    “Dear Lord, unite us as one...”  
note:   This morning – I want to continue our six-week sermon series on the significance of being a biblically functioning church member – based on the book “I Am a Church Member” by Thom S. Rainer!  

· Rainer states that > “Congregations across America are weak because many of us church members have lost the biblical understanding of what it means to be a part of the body of Christ.” 
· Verily, every member is vital to the body of Christ and unity in the church is critical to the fulfilling of its’ mission in reaching a lost world.  
Illus >  There is this classic Peanuts cartoon strip where Lucy demands that Linus change TV channels, threatening him with her fist if he did not. 

· “What makes you think you can walk right in here and take over?” he asks Lucy.  
· “These five fingers,” says Lucy.  “Individually they are nothing but when I curl them together like this into a single unit, they form a weapon that is terrible to behold.”  
· “Which channel do you want?” asks Linus.  
· Turning away, he looks at his fingers and says, “Why can’t you guys get organized like that?”  [end]  

· As we continue with our series, I want to talk about the significance of being a unifying church member and the importance of maintaining church unity.  
· Indeed, a unified church is a force that is terrible to behold against the powers of darkness and the forces of evil.  
· Ultimately, unity in the church will influence the culture around us.  

· Likewise, a disjointed church is impotent, vulnerable, and ineffective. 

· In fact, disunity is detrimental to the cause of Christ because of its’ polluted witness to the world.  
· It is truly plausible that many a sinner has been turned away from Christ because believers in the local church failed to love one another and thus failed to unite for the cause of Christ.  
· Time and time again, we who proclaim unity are divided over the most trivial issues.  
· All the while, the world looks on and are amazed at what we believe and then they are scandalized by the way we act.  
· Thanks be to God, we are united in vision and mission, and we have love one for another.  
· At Ebenezer, we are open to learning the importance of being “unified as one” and biblically functioning as a church member.  
– in our text – 

· The bible teaches that God designed the church and the believer to exist as one.  
· In fact, God demands that every church member become a unifying present in the church.  
· Unity is vital to the health of a church and every church member has a responsibility to keep and to maintain the unity.  
· The Word of God makes plain that church membership is about belonging to a single, cooperative, unified entity called The Church.  
· Each of us must see ourselves as a fully functioning member of the body of Jesus Christ.  
· The text proclaims that with unity, we have one body, one spirit, one hope, one Lord, one faith, one baptism and one God and Father of us all – “unified as one.”  
rq >  “Why is unity a big deal?”  

1 – unity results from prayer  

2 – unity is powered by love  

3 – unity generates forgiveness  

rq >  “Why is unity a big deal?”  

1 – unity results from prayer  

· Unity is the result of our Lord Jesus praying for the church.  
· In John 17:21 – Jesus prays for church unity >  “That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.”  

· Here, we find the actual Lord’s Prayer where Jesus asks the Father to unify the church.  
· Unity was the prayer and the desire of Jesus’ heart >  “That they all may be one…”  
· Unity is a reflection of the Trinity >  “Just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you…”  
· Unity is an expression of our relationship with God through Christ >  “That they also may be one in us…”  
· Unity is a testimony to a lost world >  “That the world may believe that you, Father, has sent me.”  
· Unity is also a product of the glory of god – in us in John 17:22 – Jesus affirms that >  “The glory which thou gave me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one.”  

rq >  “Why is unity a big deal?”  
1 – Unity Results From Prayer  

2 – unity is powered by love  

· Unity is actually powered by love.   

· In v2-3 – Paul tells the church that – we must > “Forbear one another in love;  [3] Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”  

· Keep in mind, unity is not a product of human effort but of divine empowerment.  

· That is, the unity of the Spirit.  

· Notice, “to keep the unity” means that our responsibility is not to create the unity but to keep or to maintain the unity.  
· Please note that we are to bear with each other in love …  

· Not with sarcasm but in love.  

· Not with strife but in love.  

· Not begrudgingly but in love.  

· Moreover, love creates unity.  

· In John 13:35 – Jesus tells his disciples that > “By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.”  

· Love does not mean we agree with everyone all the time.  
· It does mean we are willing to sacrifice our own preference to keep unity in our church. 
· Unity is powered by love.  

· In Col 3:14 – Paul tells us that > “Above all these things put on love, which is the bond of unity.”  

· Here, Paul encourages the believer to “put on” the one thing that will lead to unity >  love.  
· Moreover, when we seek unity, we demonstrate love.  

· From our first sermon, we learned that spiritual gifts were useless without love.  
rq >  “Why is unity a big deal?”  

1 – Unity Results From Prayer  
2 – Unity is Powered By Lover  
3 – unity generates forgiveness  
· Names on the church roll do not constitute unity. 

· Unity is more than mere union.  

· Gossip and idle or negative talk will destroy unity in the church.  

· Gossip and slander are sins.  

· Gossip is any conversation that backbites or spread rumors about another person.  

· Gossip is destructive to the church and tears at the fabric of unity.  

· How should we respond to the issue of gossip in our church.  
· First, don’t be a source of gossip.  Keep your tongue under control.  

· Second, gently rebuke those trying to dump gossip on you.  Tell them that you would rather not hear gossip.  

Unity will defeat gossip as it generates forgiveness 

· Through unity, there should be no schism or unforgiveness in the church.

Unity generates forgiveness.  

· Forgiveness is a central component of believers living in harmony [unity] with one another in the local church.  

· In fact, the way we forgive says something about the way we understand our own forgiveness.  

· In Matt 6:14 - 15 – Jesus states >       “For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: [15] But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” 
· In other words, it is impossible to have a right relationship with God if we are not willing to forgive others.  
· That is, our unity with each other generates forgiveness for one another.  

· In Col 3:13 – Paul affirms that – we should be >  “Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.”  

· What hinders unity?  We do!  
· Pride, strife, and an unforgiving heart create disunity.  

· Church unity is torn apart when members refuse to forgive, when any member is too prideful to grant forgiveness.  

· Unity generates forgiveness because forgiveness and unity are interrelated … first cousins.  

· Unity in the church points people to the truth of God’s love and to His plan of redemption.  

· Unity enables the church to win the world.  

· When we are unified in the Spirit, when the church is unified in Christ, it unleashes a power that cannot be stop.  
· Our witness cannot be stop, which strengthens our work in the Holy Spirit.  

· Our uplifting of Christ cannot be stop, which points sinners to the Savior.  

· Our faith cannot be stop, which authenticates our walk before a dying world.  

sermon end



