“My church is my family”

Eph 5:25 – 30 

Session 5: “I Will Lead My Family to Be Healthy Church Members
February 8, 2017 
1)  The church is the place where “flawed people” learn to love God and one another.  [true] or [f] 
· Sermon > yes!  the aim of Church Membership is to mold flawed people into a biblically functioning, unifying, serving, praying, healthy team.  After all, the church is the place where all different members are “disciple” together into the family of God.  
· Rainer > “Congregations across America are weak because many of us church members have lost the biblical understanding of what it means to be a part of the body of Christ.”  

2)  The family that prays together will also worship together.  [true] or [f]  

· Sermon > yes!  A family that prays together stays together.  Moreover, they will worship together in the same church.  Praying together as a family will cultivate a love for the Ebenezer Baptist Church, its’ leaders, and its mission.  The Bible emphasizes the need for families to instill healthy church membership into the fabric of their family’s DNA.  
· Sermon > Family prayer time may seem awkward at first, but it can often prove to be one of the most beneficial ways to keep your family involved in the Ebenezer Family.  

· Rainer > “Part of the opportunity and honor of being a church member is the teaching of our family to love the church.  And that teaching often begins by praying together as a family for the church where God placed us.”  

3)  Marriage is an illustration and comparison between Christ and sinners.  [t] or [false]  

· Sermon > No!  Marriage is a living picture of the relationship between Jesus Christ and believers, His Bride, The Church.  After all, Christ loves the church unconditionally and gave His life for her sacrificially.  The Bride [or the Church] loves Christ and willingly submits to Him because of the unconditional [agape] love that He has shown to her.  

· v25 > “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it.”  

· Rainer > “We are to encourage our family members to be faithful to the church.  We should pray together as family members for our church.  Indeed, as we are to strive to love our families more deeply, so should we exhort our family members to love the church more deeply.”  
4)  What is the role of a believing spouse to an unbelieving spouse?  


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > Paul admonishes the believing spouse to be an example to their unbelieving spouse.  Paul compares marriage as a living picture of the relationship between Jesus Christ and His Bride (The Church).  Moreover, Christ intends the church to be a place where “flawed” people learn to love God and love each other.  
· 1Cor. 7:14 > “For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband: else were your children unclean; but now are they holy.”  
· Rainer > “It can be lonely to be the believer in an unbelieving family.  It can likewise be lonely going to worship at our church alone, while your spouse remains behind.  But God has given such people a mission field:  their families.  Like the missionary who travels thousands of miles to tell the good news to the unevangelized people, this church member is to tell the good news in his or her own home.”  

5)  According to 1Cor. 7:14, children of the unsaved are unclean and unholy.  [true] or [f]  

· Sermon > Yes!  However, in this text, the unbelieving husband is made holy through his (believing) wife and vise versa.  Otherwise, their children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy.  In other words, children are considered “holy” through the believing parent.  This is why we should make “being in church” a priority.  
· Sermon > The believing parent sets the example for their spouse, and for their children and grandchildren.  This is why it is so important for Christians to work hard in their marriages to represent Christ.  
· v27 > “That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.”  
· Rainer > “As a church member, I am responsible for encouraging and leading my entire family to worship together in the church.  If I am married, I seek to include my spouse.  If I am a parent, I seek to include my children.  My family must see my love for the church.  Many church members are single.  They have no immediate family with whom they can worship in the church.  Regardless, there are still people watching them and how they love the church.  They are to be an example to others.”  
6)  How is Christ’s death on the cross an example for us as church members relating to one another?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > We are only able to love our church unconditionally when we understand that Jesus loved us unconditionally.  Paul described Christ’s love for us in Romans 5:8.  We were God’s enemies and yet Christ died for us.  Jesus loved his church so much that he willingly laid down his life to redeem her out of her sin.  
· Romans 5:8 > “But God commended his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”  
· Rainer > “As a church member, I am not merely to like my church or serve my church well.  I am to fall deeply in love with my church.  Christ is the bridegroom, and the church is the bride.  My commitment is to love that bride with an unwavering and unconditional love.  Unconditional love is not always easy.  If someone is perfect and meets our every perceived need, it’s easy to think we love that person.  But such love is one way.  It’s all about me and my needs.  Unconditional love means that I will continue to fall more deeply in love regardless of the response.  It means my love for the church will grow even as I may disagree with something or encounter disagreeable people.”  
PLEDGE > “I will lead my family to be good members of this church as well.  We will pray together for our church.  We will worship together in our church.  We will serve together in our church.  And we will ask Christ to help us fall deeper in love with this church because He gave His life for her.”  
Illustration > Three pastors got together for coffee one day and found all their churches had bat-infestation problems.  “I got so mad,” said one, “I took a shotgun and fired at them.  “It made holes in the ceiling, but did nothing to the bats.”  “I tried trapping them alive,” said the second.  “Then I drove 50 miles before releasing them, but they beat me back to the church.”  The third pastor said, “I haven’t had any more problems."  “What did you do?” asked the others, amazed.  “I simply baptized them and let them join the church,” he replied.  “I haven’t seen them since.”  
IF YOU WANT TO KILL THE CHURCH

· Never go to your church or meetings held there.  If you do go, be late, it’s no one’s affair.  
· If the weather is bad, either too hot or snowing, just stay home and rest, for there will be others going.  But should you attend, be sure, and remember to find fault with the work, each official, and member.  
· Be sure to hold back on your offerings and tithes.  The bills will be paid by the rest of the people.  And never take office if offered the post.  But eagerly criticize work of the host.  If not on a committee you’re placed, be sore.  
· If you find that you are, don’t attend any more.  When asked your opinion on this thing or that, have nothing to say, just turn them down flat.  Then after the meeting, shine out like the sun by telling the folks how it should have been done.  
· Don’t do any more than you possibly can, leave the work for some other woman or man.  And when you see faithful ones work themselves sick, then stand up and holler, “It is run by a clique!”  



