Subj:  “SOMEBODY PRAYED FOR ME”







                          - 17 -

scripture:  Eph 5:25 – 27 // 28 – 30  

25Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;  26That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,  27That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.  28So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies.  He that loveth his wife loveth himself.  29For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church:  30For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. 
subject:    “my church is my family”                    [...welcome to the family ] 
prayer:    “Lord, thank you for God’s family...”  
note:    This morning, we are at sermon five of our six-sermon series on the significance of being a biblically functioning, unifying, serving, praying, healthy church member based on the book “I Am A Church Member” by Thom S. Rainer. 
· Rainer asserts, “Congregations across America are weak because many of us church members have lost the biblical understanding of what it means to be a part of the body of Christ.” 
· Chapter five is entitled, “I Will Lead My Family To Be Healthy Church Members” 
Introduction > I heard about a pastor who asked a group of children in a Sunday School class the question, “Why do you love God?” 
· He received a variety of answers such as, God first loved us and Jesus died for us, but the one that he liked best was, “I guess it just runs in our family.” 
· Does loving God and loving His church run in your family too? 
· I don’t mean you can inherit salvation but you certainly do need to pass your faith on to succeeding generations through living it and talking about it. 
· It is our job as healthy church members to lead our family to love the Lord and the church for which He died. 

· Spiritually healthy families make spiritually healthy churches. 

· Ebenezer is no healthier spiritually than the families that are connected to her. 

· Neither will the church ever rise above the spiritual commitment of our families. 
· Someone once said, “People want to eat steak and potatoes when the preacher gets up, but they feast on cotton candy all through the week.” 
· There is no spiritual depth at all in their family home. 

· Before we moan and complain about losing the right to pray in school and in the public square, we better wake up and realize the reason why we have lost prayer in school and the public arena is because we lost prayer in the home first. 
· Christ intended the church to be a place where flawed people learn to love God and love others. 

· The aim of church membership is to mold us into a biblically functioning, unifying, serving, praying, healthy team. 

· A team works together to achieve the same goal, to win the Super Bowl. 

· Like the New England Patriots, Ebenezer Church is made up of people with different gifts, personalities, and skill levels. 

· The church is the place where all these different members are “discipled” into the family of God. 

· Working together in ministry to further the gospel of Christ and to accomplish the mission of putting the family back together. 

– in our text – 

· The Bible teaches that church membership is like a family. 
· Therefore, in a healthy church, like a healthy family, we are to love and sacrifice unconditionally. 
· The Scripture emphasizes the need for families to instill healthy church membership into the fabric of their family’s DNA. 
· The Word of God makes plain that every member is vital and critical to the biblical functioning of their church. 

· As we have already seen, our responsibility is to serve within the body of Christ to be a unifying presences in the church, to check our preferences and desires at the door, to pray for our pastor,  and to prayer for church leaders. 

Rainer > “These passages remind us that, just as we are supposed to sacrifice and love our families unconditionally, so are we to love those churches where God has placed us.  Our family members are not perfect, and neither are the members of the church.  We are further reminded of the importance of the family to the church.  We are to encourage our family members to be faithful to the church.  We should pray together as family members for our churches.  Indeed, as we are to strive to love our families more deeply, so should we exhort our family members to love the church more deeply.”  

rq >  “How to make my Church my church family?”  

1 – pray together as a family  

2 – worship together as a family  

3 – fall deeply in love with the bride of christ  
rq >  “How to make my Church my church family?”  

1 – pray together as a family  
· Last week, we considered the urgent need to pray for the pastor and church leaders. 
· This week, consider you and your family joining together to pray for the church, its leaders, and its members. 

· If you are going to talk about the church, do it in a positive way by lifting the church up with prayer instead of talking it down with criticism. 

· In his book, Rainer offers several specific areas where church members can prayer together as family members. 
· Pray for spiritual protection, for protection for moral failure, for the preaching of the Word. 
· Pray for their families, for encouragement, for physical strength, for courage, for discernment, for wisdom in their leadership. 
· A family that prays together, prays together as a family for the church. 
· That is, they pray for the gospel to change lives for unity within Ebenezer for impact in the community. 
· They pray for a heart for the lost, for sound doctrine, for specific ministries, and for the move of God within the worship service. 
· Praying together as a family will cultivate a love for Ebenezer, its’ leaders,  and its mission. 
· Family prayer time may seen awkward at first, but it can often prove to be one of the most beneficial ways to keep your family involved in the Ebenezer Baptist Church. 
Rainer > “Part of the opportunity and honor of being a church member is the teaching of our family to love the church.  And that teaching often begins by praying together as a family for the church where God placed us.” 
· In v25 – Paul states, “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it.” 
· Here, Paul compares marriage as a living picture of the relationship between Jesus Christ and His Bride, the Church. 
· After all, Christ loved the church unconditionally and gave His life for her. 
· The Bride (The Church) loves Christ and willingly submits to Him because of the unconditional love that He has shown to her. 
· God intends for the marital relationship between a man and woman to be a witness to the lost world of the kind of relationship that He offers to us. 
rq >  “How to make my Church my church family?”  

1 – Pray Together as a Family  

2 – worship together as a family  

· A family that prays together, stays together and they will worship together in the same church. 
· As a church member, we must encourage and lead our entire family to worship in the church together. 
· Today, one of our biggest difficulties as adults is helping our children and grandchildren to see the importance of church membership. 

· Truth of the matter, your family is your first mission field. 
· It might be that they are immediate family or extended / blended family but they need to know how much God loves them and you are God’s missionary in their lives. 

· Consider – Paul admonition in 1Cor 7:14 > “For the unbelieving husband is made holy through his (believing) wife, and the unbelieving wife is made holy through her (believing) husband.  Otherwise, your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy.”  [nrsv]  
· Praise God, children are holy through the believing parent. 

· That is why we should make being in church a priority. 

· Set the example for your spouse and for your children and grandchildren. 

· Notice in v27, Paul affirms that the church is the place that is “holy and without blemish.” 

· That is, “not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing” because Christ has sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of the water by the word. 
· This is why it is so important for Christians to work hard in their marriages to represent Christ. 
· Not only should the world see a godly example in our marriages, but our children and grandchildren should see a godly example in our marriages for the sake of the gospel message. 
· Our example points our children to Jesus Christ. 
· Our example models what a relationship with God should look like. 
In order to make your church, your church family > 
· Talk about spiritual matters outside of church with your family. 
· Let your children see how much you love the Word of God. 
· Let your children see how much you love Ebenezer Church. 
· Set the example in your family by serving in the church. 
· Pray for your church and other matters together with your family. 
· Church is family.  That means that there are church members who frustrate us. 

· Unless your family is a whole lot different than mine, there is a family member out there who frustrates you. 
· No family member is perfect.  No church member is perfect.  No church leader is perfect.  And you are not perfect, either. 

· Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the 2x4 plank in your own eye. [Matt 7:3-5]  

rq >  “How to make my Church my church family?”  

1 – Pray Together as a Family  //  2 – Worship Together as a Family  
3 – fall deeply in love with the bride of christ 
· As a church member, I am not to merely like my church. 
· As a church member, I am not merely to serve the church. 
· As a church member, I am to fall deeply in love with my church. 

· The word translated as “love” here is the same word that recurs over and over again in our study of what healthy church membership looks like. 

· It’s the word agape – a selfless, sacrificial, and unconditional kind of love. 
· In v29, Paul declares that Christ will “nourish and cherish” His Bride. 
Rainer > “As a church member, I am not merely to like my church or serve my church well.  I am to fall deeply in love with my church.  Christ is the bridegroom, and the church is the bride.  My commitment is to love that bride with an unwavering and unconditional love.  Unconditional love is not always easy. If someone is perfect and meets our every perceived need, it’s easy to think we love that person.  But such love is one way.  It’s all about me and my needs.  Unconditional love means that I will continue to fall more deeply in love regardless of the response.  It means my love for the church will grow even as I may disagree with something or encounter disagreeable people.”  
· As we grow more deeply in love with our Church, let us do all that we can, in God’s power, to bring our families to Ebenezer. 

· If our family gets discouraged or discontent in our church, we will remind ourselves that unconditional love is not always easy. 

· But we will also remind ourselves that unconditional love has been demonstrated perfectly for us. 

· His name is Jesus, who loves us, sins and all, so much that Jesus died on a cross for us. 

Rom. 5:8 > “But God commend his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”  
end of sermon



