“MY CHURCH IS MY FAMILY”

Eph 5:25 – 30 
“I Will Lead My Family to be Healthy Church Members” – Ch 5

We are at sermon five of our six-week sermon series on the significance of being a biblically functioning, unifying, serving, praying healthy church member.  Chapter 5 affirms, “I Will Lead My Family to be Healthy Church Members.  

It is our job, as healthy church members to lead our family to love the Lord and to love the church for which He died.  Spiritually healthy families make spiritually healthy churches.  ________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Before we moan and complain about losing the right to pray in school and in the public square, we better wake up and realize the reason why we have lost prayer in school and the public arena is because we lost prayer in the home first.  ____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The church is the place where all of these different members are “discipled” into the family of God.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

– in our text – 

· The Bible teaches that “church membership” is like a family.  In a healthy church, like in a healthy family, we are to love and sacrifice unconditionally.  ____________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question >  “How can I make my church my church family?”  
1 –  ____________  _________________  AS A FAMILY  
· This week, let us join our family to pray together for the church, its leaders, and its members.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Pray for spiritual protection, for protection from moral failure, for the preaching of the Word.  _____

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· A family that prays together also prays together as a family for the church.  That is, they pray for the gospel to change lives for unity within Ebenezer to impact the community.  _______________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Family prayer time may seem awkward at first, but it can often prove to be one of the most beneficial ways to keep your family involved in the Ebenezer Family.”  _____________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In v25, Paul states, “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it.”  _________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The Bride [The Church] loves Christ and willingly submits to Him because of the unconditional love that He has shown to her.  ________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2 –  ____________  _________________  AS A FAMILY  

· A family that prays together stays together and they will worship together in the same church.  ___
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Today, one of our biggest challenges as adults is helping our children and grandchildren to see the importance of Church Membership.  Truth of the matter, your family is your first mission field.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Consider Paul’s admonition in 1Cor 7:14, “For the unbelieving husband is made holy through his (believing) wife …”  _____________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The believing parent sets the example for their spouse and for their children and grandchildren.  Notice in v27, Paul affirms that the church is the place this is “holy and without blemish.”  ______

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Our example points our children to Jesus Christ.  Our example models what a relationship with God should look like.  ____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Unless your family is a whole lot different from mine, a family member out there frustrates you. 
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3 –  __________  ___________  IN  ___________  WITH THE CHURCH  

· As a church member, I am not to merely like my church.  As a church member, I am not merely to serve the church.  As a church member, I am _________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· In v29, Paul declares that Christ will “nourish and cherish” His Bride.  _______________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· As we grow more  ____________________________________________, let us do all that we can, in God’s power, to bring our families to joining and belonging to the Church.  _____________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Nevertheless, we will also remind ourselves that unconditional love has been demonstrated perfectly for us.  ________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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