“My membership is a gift”

Hebrews 10:23 – 25 

Session 5: “I Will Treasure My Church Membership As A Gift” 
February 15, 2017 
1)  The gift of salvation is free.  [true] or [f] 
· Sermon > yes!  For all who are in Christ, we have received the free gift of salvation.  This free gift was costly, because it cost Jesus his very life. 
· Rainer > “Church membership is a gift.  A gift must be treasured.  It should not be taken for granted or considered lightly.  Because it is a gift, we must always be thankful for it.  And when we are thankful for something, we have less time and energy to be negative.” 

2)  The gift of salvation is activated by faith.  [true] or [f]  

· Sermon > yes!  When we repent of our sins, place our faith in Christ, and are baptized, we receive the gift of salvation.  Salvation is a gift that freely offers forgiveness of sins through Christ’s death on the cross.  It includes adoption into the spiritual family by God the Father, and it includes the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit. 
· Eph. 2:8-9 > “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  [9] Not of works, lest any man should boast.”  

· Someone Once Said > “Church membership is a blood-bought gift of God’s grace.  More than most of us realize, it is a life-sustaining, faith-strengthening, joy-preserving means of God’s mercy to us.”  

3)  Our mythos affects (influences) our ethos.  [true] or [f]  

· Sermon > yes!  Since we see church membership as something to be treasured, we will not view biblical membership as being inconsequential and trivial.  Paul admonishes the believer not to abandon or forsake the meeting or assembling [together] for worship as it is our ethos or habit to do.  That is, our mythos [believing] will affect our ethos [behaving]. 
· v24-25 > “And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, [25] not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the habit of some, but exhorting one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”  
· Rainer > “When we receive a gift, we respond with appreciation to the Giver’s entire family.  Other church members who have received the gift of salvation are adopted sons and daughters of God just as you are.  They are not perfect, just as you aren’t perfect.  They are hypocrites, just as you are.  But, because of your abundant joy from receiving the gift of salvation, you serve other church members with that same joy.”  
4)  What are the two options for church membership?  


(1)  _______________________________________________________________________

(2)  _______________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > The first option is the country club membership and the second option is the biblical membership.  Church membership is a gift, and not a perk.  
· Sermon > As we have already seen, our responsibility is to serve within the body of Christ, to be a unifying presence in the church, to check our preferences and desires at the door, to pray for church leaders, and to lead our families into becoming healthy church members.  

5)  Local church membership is about mutual belonging.  [true] or [f]  

· Sermon > Yes!  Church membership is about connecting and belonging.  Healthy church membership means that we find our joy in being last instead of seeking our way or looking to be first or the greatest.  
· Sermon > We find glorious joy in church membership as we recognize that mutual belonging starts with participation in the life of my church.

6)  Explain one of the six trends mentioned by Kent Hughes in his book, “Set Apart: Calling a Worldly Church to a Godly Life.” 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Hitchhiker Christians – You buy the car, I will come along (only) for the ride. 
· Consumer Mentality – Attend one church for this and attend another church for that. 

· Spectator Christians – Feeds on the delusion that watching produces virtue and spirituality. 
· Drive-Thru Christians – Getting what you want in a minimum of time.  An effortless pursuit. 

· Relation-less Christians – The anonymity of existing.  Replacing the “literal” for the “virtual.” 

· Church-less Worshippers – Worship is better apart from the church; coffee shop or living room. 
PLEDGE > “This membership is a gift.  When I received the free gift of salvation through Jesus Christ, I became a part of the body of Christ.  I soon thereafter identified with a local body and was baptized.  And now I am humbled and honored to serve and to love others in our church.  I pray that I will never take my membership for granted, but see it as a gift and an opportunity to serve others and to be a part of something so much greater than any one person or member.”  



