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scripture:  Heb 10:23 – 25  

 23Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)  24And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:  25Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.
subject:    “my membership is a gift”  
prayer:    “Lord, thank you for God’s family...”  
note:  This morning, we finish our study together of Thom S. Rainer’s book > “I Am A Church Member” 
· We’re at chapter 6, “I Will Treasure Church Membership As A Gift” 
· One of the most beloved verses in the Bible is John 3:16 > “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
· For all of us – who are in Christ – we have received a gift, the free gift of salvation. 
· This free gift was costly.  It cost Jesus his very life.  Yet, it did not cost us anything.
Rainer > “Church membership is a gift.  A gift must be treasured.  It should not be taken for granted or considered lightly.  Because it is a gift, we must always be thankful for it.  And when we are thankful for something, we have less time and energy to be negative.” 
· In this sermon, emphasizes is on church membership which is also a precious gift that should be treasured. 
· When we treasure this gift, it will greatly affect the way we love, serve, give, and pray for our local church. 
Every church member must decide between two distinct options: 
· The first option is that we approach church membership in a similar way that we approach country club membership.  We join the church to see what we can get out of it. 
· The pastor is to feed us through his sermons.  Yet, we have specified time limit for the length of the sermon. 

· The music is to fit our style exactly; any deviations are not acceptable.  The programs and ministries are for our benefit.  We will determine what we like and don’t like. 
· We are members who expect perks, privileges and service. 
· Keep in mind that country club church membership is not about working; it is about being served. 
· Some may even respond that they did their time in earlier years as if serving the body of Christ is a prison sentence. 
· Others refuse even to give a reason as to why – they won’t contribute to the ministry or the budget of the church. 
· They just get indignant because they were asked. 
The first option is the country club church membership.  The second option is the biblical option that views church membership as a gift, something to be treasured. 
· It sees membership as an opportunity to serve and give rather than the legalistic obligation to do so. 
· Our entire attitude is different when we approach church membership in the biblical way. 
· Church membership is a gift, not a perk. 
– in our text – 

· The Bible teaches that – church membership is a treasured gift. 

· The Scripture emphasizes the need to prioritize the church and church membership. 

· The Word of God makes plain that – every member is vital and critical – to the biblical functioning of his or her church. 

· As we have already seen, our responsibility is – to serve within the body of Christ – to be a unifying presence in the church – to check our preferences and desires at the door – to pray for church leaders and to lead our families to membership. 

rq >  “What makes church membership a gift?”  

1 – salvation is a free gift  

2 – church is a blessed treasure  

3 – membership is a glorious joy 
rq >  “What makes church membership a gift?”  

1 – salvation is a free gift  

gift
· A gift is something voluntarily transferred by one person to another without compensation. 
· In other words, it is something that is not deserved or earned. 

· When we repent of sin, place our faith in Christ, and are baptized, we receive the gift of salvation. 
Eph. 2:8-9 > “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.”
· When we receive the gift of salvation, we become part of the body of Christ.  
1Cor. 12:27 > “Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually.
· Salvation is a free gift and along with it includes forgiveness of sins through Christ’s death on the cross. 
· It includes adoption by God the Father.  It includes the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 
· But along with salvation also comes the gift of church membership. 
· When we are saved, the Spirit of God places us in the body of Christ and makes us a part of God’s family.
· Membership in the body of Christ, the church, is a gift from God. 

· It’s not a legalistic obligation.  It’s not country club perks.  It’s not a license for entitlements.  It’s a gift.
· When we receive a gift with true appreciation, we naturally want to respond to the Giver. 
· Our response to Jesus Christ, the giver of salvation and the church is that we see service as a natural outflow of the joy of our salvation and the consequent joy of our church membership. 
· We consider it a privilege to serve the King, so we look for opportunities in the church to serve others.

· Church membership is a gift. 

· We respond to gifts with gratitude.  One key way we express our gratitude is to serve like Jesus did and serve like He told us to do.  
Thabiti Anyabwile said:  “Church membership is a blood-bought gift of God’s grace.  More than most of us realize, it is a life-sustaining, faith-strengthening, joy-preserving means of God’s mercy to us.” 
rq >  “What makes church membership a gift?”  

1 – Salvation is a free gift  

2 – church is a blessed treasure  

treasure
· Treasure refers to something that is special, important, or valuable. 
· If we see church membership as something to be treasured, we will not view it as being inconsequential and trivial. 
· We will heed the scriptural admonition in Heb. 10:24-25 – “And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 25 not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” 
· For some reason, the Lord’s Day, once considered a special day dedicated to the worship and service of God, is now treated like any other day by many professing believers. 
· Here, the believer is not to abandon or forsake the meeting or assembling together for worship as it is our ethos or habit to do. 

· And local church life, once considered the center of indispensable relationships, is now treated like an extra-curricular activity rather than an essential ingredient of the Christian life.

trents
· Dr. Kent Hughes, in his book, Set Apart: Calling a Worldly Church to a Godly Life, lists six disturbing trends among a large number of people who identify themselves as Christians. 
The first trend he terms hitchhiker Christians.  
· Hughes says, “The hitchhiker’s thumb says, ‘You buy the car, pay for repairs and upkeep and insurance, fill the car with gas and I’ll ride with you.  But if you have an accident, you are on your own. 
· And I’ll probably sue.  So it is with the credo of many of today’s church attendees:  “You go to the meetings and serve on the boards and committees, you grapple with the issues and do the work of the church and pay the bills and I’ll come along for the ride.” 
· “But if things do not suit me, I’ll criticize and complain and probably bail out.  My thumb is always out for a better ride.” 
The second trend he calls the consumer mentality. 
· Many of today’s Christians shop for a church like they build their supper at a cruise ship buffet.  Hughes points out: “Ecclesiastical shoppers attend one church for the preaching, send their children to a second church for its youth program, and go to a third church’s small group.” 
· Their motto is to ask, “What’s in it for me?” This has often been rightly called, Cafeteria Christianity.

Number three is spectator Christianity. 
· Hughes says, “Spectator Christianity feeds on the delusion that virtue can come through viewing, much like the football fan who imagines that he ingests strength and daring while watching his favorite pro team.” 
· “Spectator sports and spectator Christianity produce the same thing—fans who cheer the players on while they themselves are in desperate need of engagement and meaning.” 
Number four is drive-through Christians.  
· Hughes comments: “The nice thing about drive-through restaurants is that you can get what you want in a minimum of time with no more effort than a turn of your power steering.” 

· “Of course, there is an unhappy price extracted over time in the habits and the arteries of a flabby soul—a family that is unfit for the battles of life and has no conception of being Christian soldiers in the great spiritual battle.”
The fifth trend is relationless Christianity.  

· In light of the New Testamony call to believers to be part of the life of a community of people, Hughes says that it is ironic “that there are actually churches that trade in anonymity, going so far as to abolish membership and the registry of guests.” 
· “Some churches have even replaced a pastor-in-the-flesh for a video-projected preacher on the screen—a ‘virtual reality’ version of the church.” 
Number six is churchless worshippers.  

· Hughes says, “The current myth is that a life of worship is possible, even better, apart from the church.” 
· “So, instead of faithfully participating in a church, there are self-professing Christians today who prefer to have their own private worship service at a local coffee shop, or down by the lake, or in their living room—pajamas and all.” 
rq >  “What makes church membership a gift?”  

1 – Salvation is a free gift  //  2 – Church is a blessed treasure  

3 – membership is a glorious joy  

membership joy
· Church membership has to do with uniting yourself with other fellow believers for mission, mentoring, and ministry. 
· Those things happen most efficiently and more joyfully in context with local church membership.
· Local church membership is about mutual belonging. 
· Healthy church membership means that we find our joy in being last instead of seeking our way or looking to be first. 

· We find glorious joy in church membership as we recognize our new birth in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior. 
· We find glorious joy in church membership as we recognize a desire responsibility and commitment to care for another individual as one of our own in a continuing relationship. 
· We find glorious joy in church membership as we recognize that mutual belonging starts with participation in the life of my church. 

· My membership is a gift and I will never take it for granted. 

· We are humbled and honored to serve and to love others in our church. 

· Truth of the matter, I see my Church Membership as an opportunity to be a part of something so much greater than any one person or member. 

· I am the Bride of Christ! 
end  of  sermon



