“MY membership is a gift”

Heb. 10:23 – 25
“I Will Treasure Church Membership As A Gift” – Ch 6

One of the most beloved verses in the Bible is John 3:16 > “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  For all of us who are in Christ, we have received a gift, the free gift of salvation.  

· This free gift was costly.  It cost jesus his very life.  _____________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Every church member must decide between two distinct options.  The first option approaches Church Membership in a similar way that we approach Country Club membership: ____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The second option is the biblical option that views Church Membership as a gift – something to be treasured.  ____________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

– in our text – 

· The Bible teaches that Church Membership is a “treasured gift.  ___________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question >  “What makes church membership a gift?”  
1 –  ___________________  IS A Free gift  
· A gift is something voluntarily transferred by one person to another without compensation.  It is something that is not deserved or earned.  ___________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Salvation is a free gift and along with it comes forgiveness of sins through Christ’s death on the cross.  It includes adoption into the spiritual family by God the Father.  _____________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· When we receive a gift with true appreciation, we naturally want to respond to the Giver.  _______
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· We consider it a privilege to serve the King; therefore, we look for opportunities in the church to serve others.  __________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2 –  __________________  iS A blessed treasure  

· Treasure refers to something that is special, important, or valuable.  If we see Church Membership as something to be treasured, we will not view it as being inconsequential and trivial.  _________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In his book, “Set Apart: Calling a Worldly Church to a Godly Life,” Kent Hughes lists six disturbing trends among a large number of people who identify themselves as Christians.  
1 – Hitch-Hiker Christians.  _________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2 – Consumer Mentality Christians.  ___________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3 – Spectator Christianity.  __________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4 – Drive-Thru Christians.  __________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5 – Relationless Christianity.  ________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6 – Churchless Worshippers.  ________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3 –  __________________  Is a glorious joy  

· Church Membership has to do with uniting ourselves with other fellow believers for mission, mentoring, and ministry.  _________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Local Church Membership is about mutual belonging.  __________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
·  ____________________________________, in church membership as we recognize our new birth in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior.__________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
·  ____________________________________, in church membership as we recognize a desire, responsibility, and commitment to care for another individual as one of our own in a continuing relationship.____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

·  ____________________________________, in church membership as we recognize that mutual belonging starts with participation in the life of my church.  _______________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· My membership is a gift and I will never take it for granted.  ______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
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