“a new way of thinking”

Philippians 2:3 – 8 

Session 3: “I Will Not Let My Church Be about My Preferences and Desires
January 25, 2017 
1)  The Bible teaches that the new way of thinking is about serving others.  [true] or [f]  

· Sermon > yes, thinking like Jesus is about thinking and seeking ways to serve others instead of being served.  That is, the mind of Christ is about sacrificing and serving.  
· Sermon > In fact, we are called to recognize that church membership is about “esteeming others” and not about our own preferences and desires.  

· Sermon > Moreover, Church membership is about keeping the unity and fulfilling the will of God.  
· Sermon > The willingness to serve others is not natural in our world and it was not natural for people in Jesus’ day either.  Serving others is what Jesus did and what he calls us to do within the church.  

· v3 > “Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves.”  

· Rainer > “The strange thing about church membership is that you actually give up your preferences when you join.  Don’t get me wrong; there may be much about your church that you like a lot.  But you are there to meet the needs of others.  You are there to serve others.  You are there to give.  You are there to sacrifice.”  
2)  Believers should be concern about who is the greatest here in the church and hereafter in glory.  [t] or [False]  

· Sermon > no, in Mark 9, Jesus deals with the petty and worldly thinking of his disciples concerning who will be first among them and who will be great in glory.  
· Sermon > In addition, in Matthew 20, Jesus deals with a mother who wants her two sons to sit on Jesus’ right and left hands in the Kingdom.  Jesus tells her that whoever would be first must become the slave to all.  
· Rainer > “We will never find joy in church membership when we are constantly seeking things our way.  But paradoxically, we will find the greatest joy when we choose to be last.  That’s what Jesus meant when He said the last will be first.  True joy means giving up our rights and preferences and serving everyone else.  And that’s what church membership means as well.”  

· Mark 9:35 > “And he sat down, and called the twelve, and saith unto them, If any man desire to be first, the same shall be last of all, and servant of all..”  

· Matthew 20:26-27 > “But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister; 27And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant (slave).” 
3)  What is the primary purpose of church membership?  


a]  To get my needs met     b] To have a place to belong     c] To fellowship     d]  To worship  

· Sermon > To have a place to belong [b] is the purpose of church membership.  Every believer must see his or her church membership as “connection” and as an honor, privilege, and joy.  
· Rainer > “The Bible explain “members” differently than secular culture.  For example, look at the term in First Corinthians 12:27-28: ‘Now you are the body of Christ, and individual members of it.  And God has placed these in the church.’  Members of a church comprise the whole and are essential parts [belonging] of it.”  
4)  From the book, why do many churches have “worship wars?”  Why is there a “facility focus” or “an evangelistic apathy?  Explain your answers.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > Unfortunately, many churches are inwardly focused or are largely “self-serving.”  Thom Rainer conducted a survey that revealed the top ten dominant behavior patterns of “self-serving church members.  
· Worship Wars > One or more factions in the church want the music just the way they like it.  Any deviation is met with anger and demands for change.  The order of service must remain constant.  Certain instrumentation is required while others are prohibited.  
· Facility Focus > The church facilities develop iconic status.  One of the highest priorities in the church is the protection and preservation of rooms, furniture, and other visible parts of the church’s buildings and grounds.  

· Evangelistic Apathy > Very few members share their faith on a regular basis.  More are concerned about their own needs rather than the greatest eternal needs of the world and community in which they live.  
· Survey > ~Prolonged minutia meetings.  ~Program driven.  ~Inwardly focused budget.              ~Inordinate demands for pastoral care.  ~Attitudes of entitlement.  ~Greater concern about change than the gospel.  ~Anger and hostility.  
5)  What new ways should a church member think?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > Paul urges believers to think 1] Sacrificial, 2] Selfless, and 3] Servanthood.  
· Sacrificial Thinking is about esteeming, respecting, and regarding others better or more important than ourselves.  That is, putting others first, focusing on their needs and interests of other church members.
· Selfless Thinking is about embracing the selfless obedient nature and mind of Christ.  That is, surrendering our wants, wishes, preferences and desires through obedience.
· Servanthood Thinking is about emptying or setting aside, one’s own will in favor of becoming a servant.  That is, a new way of thinking is about surrendering and sacrificing to serve and not to be served.  
6)  How would you describe a servant as it applies to being a member of the body of Christ?  


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Lundy > Each believer should first ask him or herself why God send them to that particular church.  God sets, calls, or sends us to the church to serve in ministry as He sees proper.  We serve to accomplish the will of God for that congregation and that community of faith.  

· Lundy > Under the control of God, all the various members of the church fit together and the whole church is held together by each member.  Therefore, when each separate church member works, as it should, the whole church grows through love.  

· 1Cor 12:18 > “But now has God set the members every one of them in the body, as it has pleased him.”  
· Eph 4:16 > “From whom [God] the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplies, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, makes increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.”  

· Rainer > Keep in mind that Philippians 2 is not only a description of obedience of Christ; it is also an example for us to follow.  That is, we are to be servants.  We are to be obedient.  We are to put others first.  We are to do whatever it takes to keep the unity in our church.  

· Rainer > If we approach church membership from the perspective of entitlement, we have it upside down.  You always ask first what you can do for your church.  Then you will have discovered the joy of being last.  
7)  Describe someone that best fits the description of having the mind of Christ and a servant attitude.  


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Open class discussion.  



