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scripture:  Phil 2:3 – 6 // 7 – 8  
3 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves.  4 Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.  5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:      7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:  8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.  

subject:    “a new way of thinking”                              [...it is not – about us ] 
prayer:    “Dear Lord, you will to be done...”  
note:   This morning – we present week three of our six-week sermon series on the significance of being a biblically functioning – unifying church member – based on the book “I Am a Church Member” by Thom S. Rainer!  

· Rainer asserts that > “Congregations across America are weak because many of us church members have lost the biblical understanding of what it means to be a part of the body of Christ.” 
· The truth of the matter, every member is vital to the body of Christ and unity is critical to the biblical functioning of the church in order to fulfill its’ mission of reaching a lost world. 

· As we continue with our series, I want to talk about the significance of not letting the church be about our preferences and desires. 
Illus >  This morning I want Ebenezer to take an “I” test. 
· Not an e-y-e test, but a capital letter “I” test. 
· You see “I” troubles have plagued many a church for years, keeping them from experiencing the fullest blessings of God and from affecting a lost world spiritually.  
· This “I” trouble is not a modern ailment.  There was “I” trouble in Heaven. 
In Isaiah 14 – Lucifer, who is now Satan, had “I” trouble > “12How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning!  How art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!  13For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:  14I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.”  
In Genesis 3 – Adam had “I” trouble > “9And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou?  10And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.”  

· This “I” trouble is still prevalent within the church.  So listen closely to these diagnostic questions which will help us determine if we have “I” troubles in our church. 
· If you have ever said > “I know that the Bible says this, but ...,” – you might have “I” trouble. 
· If you have ever said > “Excuse me sir/madam, but I usually sit there” – you might have “I” trouble. 
· If you have ever said > “I did not get anything out of that sermon” – you might have “I” trouble. 
· If you have ever said > “I wish they would sing more of the songs I like” – you might have “I” trouble. 
· Or – If you have ever said > “I wish they wouldn’t pray so long” – you might have “I” trouble. 
· If you have ever said > “I hope this isn’t another long service” – you might have “I” trouble. 
· The problem with “I” trouble is that it is often contagious and leads to other troubles. 

· Troubles such as the historical site is a “sacred cow” syndrome or the “missing ministry meeting” disease. 

· When there is more concern about “resisting the change” than about “converting the lost” then it is clear that there is a full infection. 

· Rainer conducted a survey of churches and found that many were “inwardly focused”or were largely “self-serving.” 

· Rainer list ten dominant behavior patterns of the members within these churches!  

· Rainer emphasizes that > “The strange thing about church membership is that you actually give up your preferences when you join.  Don’t get me wrong; there may be much about your church that you like a lot.  But you are there to meet the needs of others.  You are there to serve others.  You are there to give.  You are there to sacrifice.” 
· Someone once said > “I've learned that if you give a pig and a child everything they want, you will get a good pig and a bad child.” 
· One thing we need to recognize about church membership – is that it is not about us; our preferences and desires but about keeping the unity and fulfilling the Will of God. 

· Thank God, Ebenezer is open to learning the importance of embracing “a new way of thinking” and biblically functioning as a unified church member. 

– in our text – 

· The Bible teaches that the new mind of the believer is about serving others and not being served. 
· In fact, scriptures instruct us that the first shall be last and the greatest shall be servant to all. 
· There is a cure for “I” trouble. 

· The Word of God makes plain that the cure is to renewed our thinking with a transformed mind. 

· That is, to change our way of thinking by thinking anew with the mind of Jesus Christ. 

rq >  “What new way should a church member think?”  

1 – sacrificial thinking  

2 – self-less thinking  

3 – servant-hood thinking  
rq >  “What new way should a church member think?”  

1 – sacrificial thinking  

· Here, in Philippians, Paul urges believers that we ought to think the way Jesus thought which is definitely contrary to our natural way of thinking.
· Due to sin, our fallen nature causes us to think selfishly most of the time. 

Illus > People have said > “Only God can judge me?”  Translation = “I live life my way – not God’s way.” 
· The bible reminds us that selfish thinking is one of the major causes of division within the body of Christ. 

· Many folks have a Burger King mentality thinking they have a right to have it their way. 

· Instead, we ought to adopt a new sacrificial way of thinking that says > “Not my will, but thy will be done.”  
· That statement might seem strange but church members are to think sacrificially. 
· In Mark 9, Jesus deals with the petty and worldly thinking of His disciples concerning who will be first or the greatest.  [v33-35]  

· In Matthew 20, Jesus deals with a mother who wants her two sons to sit on Jesus’ right and left hands in the Kingdom – telling her that whoever would be first must become the slave to all.  [v20-28]  

· Thinking the way Jesus thought, with love and humility, is about being unified with our fellow believers and being fully functioning in church ministry. 
· Notice in v3 – Paul affirms that –   with a new sacrificial thinking – we should > “Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves.” 

· In other words, sacrificial thinking is about esteeming, respecting and regarding others better or more important than ourselves. 
· In v4 – Paul declares > “Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.”  

· Here, Paul proclaims that sacrificial thinking is about focusing on the interests of others our fellow church members. 

rq >  “What new way should a church member think?”  

1 – Sacrificial Thinking  

2 – selfless thinking  

· In v5, Paul offers us the divine and selfless obedient nature of Christ by admonishing us to embrace the “mind” of Christ. 

· Our attitude and thinking toward one another must become the same as that of Jesus selfless. 
· Consider that attitude counts more than achievement. 

· The mind of Christ is a mind that places others ahead of the self. 

· When we think selflessly, we do not think any less of ourselves, we simply think or esteem others higher than ourselves. 

· Look at v6 > “Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God.”  
· When Jesus came to this earth, He did not give up His personal equality with God.  Jesus did give up his positional equality with God to become a man. 

· Jesus selflessly surrendered His divinity to become humanity. 

· A new way of thinking starts with a changed heart that transforms the old mind. 

· A new way of thinking requires a change in how we view our own church membership. 

· A new way of thinking is about surrendering our wants, wishes, preferences, and desires through obedience. 

rq >  “What new way should a church member think?”  

1 – Sacrificial Thinking  
2 – Selfless Thinking  
3 – Servanthood thinking  
· In v7 – Paul states that Jesus > “Made himself of no reputation,   and took upon him the form of a servant…”  

· Jesus “emptied” himself selflessly ignoring his own will in favor of the Will of God. 

· That is, Jesus looked beyond His own preferences and desires focusing on serving the Father. 

· When redemption was needed, Jesus forsook the comforts and the joys of glory for you and me. 

· Jesus was willing to endure the contradiction of sinners against himself to be spat upon, to be beaten and ridiculed, to be crucified at the hands of the very ones He had created so that you and I could be forgiven. 

· That’s the essence of servanthood. 

· This work “servant” in Greek is the same word that literally means “slave” in English. 

· In v8 – Paul emphasizes that > “[Jesus] humbled himself, and became obedient unto death,       even the death of the cross.”  
· With the mind of Christ, a new way of thinking will always take the form of a “slave.”  

· Slaves are obedient, even to thepoint of death. 

· That is, Jesus became one of us in order to die for us on a cross. 

· In other words, Christ’s servanthood cost Him his lifeblood. 

· Remember – Christ did not grow old and died. 

· Remember – Christ did not get sick and died. 

· Remember – Christ did not died of natural causes. 

· Remember – Christ did not died a martyr but He died the death of a criminal, one of shameful cruelty and pain. 

· Thanks be to God – service and sacrifice goes hand-in-hand to produce authentic church membership. 

· Those who think like servants and sacrifice their preferences and desires for the cause of Christ truly honor their Savior. 

· Jesus’ sacrificial, selfless, servanthood” example is also the stewardship example of every church member. 
end of sermon



