“a new way of thinking”

Philippians 2:3 – 8 
“I Will Not Let My Church Be about My Preferences and Desires” – Ch 3 


In our third of a six-week sermon series, we continue to reflect on the significance of being a biblically functioning unifying church member.  Every member is vital to the body of Christ, and unity is critical to the biblical functioning of the church in order to fulfill its’ mission of reaching a lost world.  

The notion of “I” trouble have plagued many a church for years, keeping them from experiencing the fullest blessing of God.  

· This “I” trouble is still prevalent with the church.  _______________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· When there is more concern about “resisting the change” than about “converting the lost,” then it is clear that there is a full infection of “I” trouble.  ________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· One thing we need to understand about Church Membership is that it is not about us our preferences or our desires, but about fulfilling the Will of God.  ___________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 

· The Bible teaches that the new mind of the believer is about serving others and  ______________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question >  “What new way should a church member think?”  
1 –  _____________________________  THINKING 
· Here, Paul urges believers that we ought to think the way Jesus thought which is _____________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· We ought to adopt a new sacrificial way of thinking that says, “Not my will, but thy will be done.”  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In Mark 9:33-35, Jesus had to deal with the petty and worldly thinking of his disciples concerning who was to be first or the greatest.  _________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Notice in v3, Paul affirms that with a new ____________ thinking, we should  ________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· In v4, Paul declares, “Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.”  ______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2 –  _____________________________  THINKING 

· In v5, Paul offers us the divine and __________ nature of Christ Jesus.  ____________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The mind of Christ is a mind that places others ahead of The Self.  ________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Look at v6, “Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God.”  _______
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· A new way of thinking starts with a changed heart that transforms the old mind.  ______________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· A new way of thinking is about surrendering our wants, wishes, preferences, and desires.  ______
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
3 –  _____________________________  THINKING 

· In v7, Paul states that Jesus “Made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant…”  ____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· When redemption was needed, Jesus forsook the comforts and the joys of glory for you and me.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In v8, Paul emphasizes that, “[Jesus] humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.”  _____________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Slaves are obedient even to the point of death.  _______________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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