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6 February 2019
Relevant Question:  “What are the characteristics of the believer?”  


1)  Faithful Witness [v2]  

2)  Truthful Fellowship [v3]  

3)  Fulfilling Joy [v4]  
1)  According to the sermon, as believers, how are we to live in Jesus Christ?  

a] A life of genuine love.  

b] A life that glorifies God.  

c] A life in obedience to Christ.  

d] A life in Jesus’ marvelous light.  

e] All of the above.  

Sermon > E = All of the above.  Each is true and accurately reflects a statement declared during the sermon.  
Sermon > A = As believers, we are to live a life of genuine love.  We are called to a genuine love in Christ.  Believing is about renewing our faith, reviving our hope, and refreshing our love in Jesus Christ.  
· Sermon > B = As believers, we are to live a life that glorifies God.  We must make certain that our surrendered lives glorify God.  Believing is about doing all to the glory of God.  
Sermon > C = As believers, we are to live a life in obedience to Christ.  We are called to steadfast obedience in Christ.  Believing is about doing (obeying) the will of God.  
Sermon > D = As believers, we are to live a life in Jesus’ marvelous light.  We are called out of darkness to walk into The Light of the World.  Believing is about allowing our little lights to shine for Jesus Christ.  
2)  It is possible to have fellowship with the Savior and not have fellowship with the saints.  [T] or [F]  

· Sermon > falsE = It is impossible to have true fellowship with the Lord without true fellowship with one another.  That is, true fellowship depends on a life of authenticity with the Father and with the Savior, which then allows true fellowship with each other.  
· Sermon > Jesus is the source of true fellowship.  Christian fellowship means sharing in the things of Christ, i.e., praying, studying, teaching, tithing, giving, the breaking of bread (Lord’s Supper), worshiping, etc.  Paul calls this fellowship “koinonia.” 
· BTS > The Greek word for “fellowship” is koinonia, which means, “that which is had in common, or shared.”  That is, sharing, communion, and fellowship as bonds of the Christian community.  
· v3b > “… That ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.”  

· Acts 2:42 > “And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.”  
3)  A believer in Christ must also be a witness for Christ.  [T] or [F]  

· Sermon > truE = A believer in Christ is also a faithful witness for Christ.  In fact, a faithful witness is constantly sharing the good news of Jesus Christ.  That is, believers are declaring the things they have seen so that others might have followship, friendship, and fellowship with Jesus Christ.  
· Sermon > A witness can only testify (witness) to what she or he has seen.  That is, our own personal experience as eyewitnesses to the life-transforming, mind-renewing power of the Holy Spirit.  Faithful witnesses declare firsthand knowledge of what they heard with their own ears, what they saw with their own eyes, and what they looked at and touched with their own hands.  
· Sermon > Like Jesus, our joy is in sharing the gospel of Christ and in testifying to the goodness and gladness of Jesus.  Like John, our own joy is bound up in the spiritual well-being of those to whom we minister.  
· v2 > “For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and show unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us.”  
4)  According to the sermon, God’s plan for salvation is  ______________  and  _____________  by Jesus Christ?  

a] Fixed at Calvary and conveyed at Pentecost.  

b] Settled in Heaven and secured at Gethsemane.  
c] Rooted in eternity and is expressed in the flesh.  
d] Obtained at the Cross and delivered in the Resurrection.  

· Sermon > C = God’s plan for salvation is rooted in eternity and its’ expression in the flesh, which is Jesus Christ.  This fact is something that was manifested (revealed) to John who personally witnessed the “Incarnation” and the “Post-Resurrection” of Jesus Christ.  The gospel of Christ is not a salvation of fear, sorrow, or dread, but of love, joy, and peace.  
· Sermon > As believers, we are exhorted to live obediently for God and to love forgivingly our brothers and sisters in Christ.  As believers, we are to live to fortify our love, to enrich our joy, and to empower our peace through Jesus Christ.  
5)  How does John’s description of believers in the Gospel differ from his description in the epistle?  


_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > In the Gospel of John, the writer describes the believer as “sheep in Jesus’ fold” and in the First Epistle of John, he describes the believer as “member in Jesus’ family.”  
· 1John 3:2 > “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.”  
· John 10:14-16 > “I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine.  15As the Father knows me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep.  16And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.”  
Bonus (10 pts): In this epistle, what does John call “false teachers?”  

_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > John warns believers against the dangers of false teachers whom he calls “antichrists.”  Many false teachers had gone out from Ephesus to surrounding cities teaching erroneous views about Christ.  

· Sermon > False teaching like Docetism (doe-SEED-ism) that believed that Jesus’ humanity was not real and that Jesus only appeared to have a physical body.  In addition, the heretical teachings of Cerinthus (sear-RENT-thus) who taught that Jesus was only a man and that the divine Christ descended on Jesus at his Baptism and left him before the Crucifixion.  
· 1John 2:18 > “Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time.” 
· 2John 7 > “For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh.  This is a deceiver and an antichrist.”  



