“The life of the believer”

First John 1:1 – 4

This morning, we start a new sermon series of learning and journeying through the three letters or epistles of John.  We want to continue our scholarship of Jesus Christ from this apostle and disciple whom Jesus loved.  ________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

As believers, we are called to live a life of genuine love and steadfast obedience in Christ.  As believers, we must allow our little light to shine for Jesus Christ.  As believers, we must make certain that our surrendered lives glorify God.  _________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Bible teaches that, as believers, we have fellowship with God the Father and with God the Son.  The Bible is clear that we are called out of darkness to walk into the marvelous light.  ________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


The First Epistle of John was written by the Apostle John; although, the author’s name does not occur within the letter.  This same John wrote the Gospel of John in AD 85 and the Book of Revelation in AD 95, thus writing this Letter in AD 90.  _____________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The First Epistle of John warns believers against the dangers of false teachers whom John calls antichrists.  Many false teachers had gone out from Ephesus to surrounding cities teaching erroneous views about Christ.  First John also exhorts believers to live obediently for God and to love forgivingly their brothers and sisters in Christ.  ____________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

John is a “living believer” with a “living testimony” about what we have heard with our ears, what we have seen with our eyes, and what we have looked at and touched with our hands.  ___________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “What are the characteristics of the believer?”  
1  –  __________________  ___________________  [v2]  

A witness can only testify to what she or he has seen.  __________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Look at v2, John testifies that the Life of Christ was manifested to him, and revealed to the rest of the disciples.  _____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  __________________  ___________________  [v3]  

We are declaring the things we have seen so that others might have followship, friendship, and fellowship with Jesus Christ.  Jesus is the source of  _______________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Observe in v3 that our salvation and redemption, and our true fellowship is with the Lord.  A true fellowship with the Father and with His Son is predicated on an authentic fellowship with each other.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  __________________  ___________________  [v4]  

True  ________________  propels us into ___________________________________________ .  

In v4, John proclaims that his Letter was written that the writer’s  ____________________________ .  Like Jesus, our  ________  is in the sharing of the gospel of Christ and in the testifying to the goodness and gladness of Jesus.  _____________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

So glad the reality of the gospel produces a  __________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The world requires the gospel and, as believers, we must give witness to it.  The world is perishing for lack of knowledge and, as believers, we must teach it.  Souls are in danger and, as believers, we must testify to them.  _______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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