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First John 1:5 – 10
27 February 2019
Relevant Question:  “How to walk in the Light?”  


1)  Maintain Fellowship With God [v6]  

2)  Do Not Deceive Yourself [v8]  

3)  Confess Your Sins [v9]  
1)  Once saved, the believer’s capacity (nature) to sin is eliminated.  [T] or [F]  

· Sermon > falsE = The believer’s capacity or nature to sin in not eliminated.  The reality of sin is that while Jesus’ death dealt fully with sin, our sin nature is not eliminated or eradicated.  
· Sermon > The capacity to sin remains within us and sin will remain an ever-present burden until we find full release in our own resurrection.  After all, we still experience pride, lust, anger, fear, hatred, and jealousy.  Christians do sin.  For this reason, the Christian is in spiritual warfare against the forces of evil.  
· Romans 3:23 > “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.”  
· Romans 7:17-18 > “Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwell in me.  18For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwell no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not.”  
2)  Sin breaks the fellowship with God, but does not destroy the sonship of God.  [T] or [F]  

· Sermon > truE = As believers, our position in God is permanent.  That is, our relationship with God has been purchased by the Blood of Jesus Christ on the cross of Calvary.  However, sin breaks the believer’s fellowship with God because fellowship is temporary or conditional.  That is, fellowship is based upon the condition of the followship of our “walk” in the Light of God.  
· Sermon > We have a choice or a control over our fellowship and followship with God.  A genuine Christian walks habitually in the Light (truth and holiness), and not in Darkness (falsehood and sin).  It is impossible to have fellowship with God and to continue to walk in darkness.  
· John 1:12 > “But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name.”  

· 1Peter 2:9 > “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.”  

3)  The basis of our fellowship with God begins with the forgiveness of our sins.  [T] or [F]  

· Sermon > truE = The basis of our fellowship with God is not our “lack of sin” (sinlessness), but Jesus’ forgiveness of our sins.  It is the confession of sin that brings about forgiveness and cleansing of sin.  It is the Blood of Jesus which cleanse us from our sin.  Remember, there is “Power in the Blood of Jesus.”  The Blood still works!  After all, a saint is just a sinner who fell down and got up again.  We are sinners saved by grace.  
· Sermon > When we confess our sins to Jesus, we receive His grace and mercy, His forgiveness and cleansing of our sins.  Jesus will always do this for us, not because we deserve it, but because Jesus died for our sins.  Jesus’ death purchased our pardon on the Cross of Calvary.  
4)  Christian forgiveness is automatic.  [T] or [F]  

· Sermon > falsE = Forgiveness is not automatic.  As Christians, we must ask in prayer to be forgiven.  Jesus’ forgiving grace has removed every barrier between God and the believer, even that of remembered guilt, so that we can have fellowship with God.  
· Hebrews 8:12 > “For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.”  

· Psalms 103:12 > “As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.”  

· Sermon > Divine forgiveness is on the ground of atonement, the condition of repentance and faith.  The Christian who truly understands God’s provision for a life of holiness does not want to disobey God deliberately.  That is, we will not continue a lifestyle of sin.  
· Romans 6:1-2 > “What shall we say then?  Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?  2God forbid.  How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?”  
· 2Cor 5:10 > “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.”  
5)  What causes a person to deceive him or herself?  

a] That it’s possible to be in darkness and maintain fellowship with God.  

b] That it’s possible to walk in the Light and remain perfect.  
c] That it’s impossible to sin while in Jesus Christ.  
d] That it’s possible to avoid temptation.  

Sermon > All of the Above.  Each is true and accurately reflects a statement declared during the sermon.  
Sermon > A = Deceived thinking it’s possible to be in darkness and maintain fellowship with God. 
· v6 > “If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth.”  
· Sermon > B = Deceived thinking it’s possible to walk in the Light and remain perfect.  

· v8 > “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”  

Sermon > C = Deceived thinking it’s impossible to sin while in Jesus Christ.  
· v10 > “If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.”  
Sermon > D = Deceived thinking it’s possible to avoid temptation.  

· James 1:14-15 > “But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.  15Then when lust has conceived, it brings forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, brings forth death.”  
Bonus (10 pts): Name the two claims that will hinder the believer’s walk addressed by John.  

_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > John addresses two false claims that will hinder the believer’s walk.  First, the claim by those who choose to live a sinful lifestyle can still maintain fellowship with God.  Secondly, the claim by those who voice that they are without sin.  The Bible makes clear that both these claims are lies.  

· v6 > “If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth.”  
· v8 > “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” 



