“walking in the light”

First John 1:5 – 10

This morning, we continue in our new sermon series of learning and journeying through the three letters or epistles of John.  Let us continue our scholarship of Jesus as our Christ and King, and the deepening of our relationship with Jesus as our Lord and Savior.  ____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


John addresses two false claims that will hinder the believer’s walk.  First, the claim by those who choose to live a sinful lifestyle can maintain fellowship with God.  Secondly, the claim by those who voice that they are without sin.  The Bible makes clear that both these claims are lies.  ____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The capacity to sin remains within us and sin will remain an ever-present burden until we find full release in our own resurrection.  ______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In his First Epistle, John uses Light and Darkness as moral terms.  ________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Here, John uses “if we” five times as a way of reminding us that we have a choice or a control over our fellowship and followship with God.  ____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “How to walk in the Light?”  
1  –  Maintain  ____________________________________  [v6]  

John affirms that “if we” have fellowship with God, we will not walk in darkness.  God is Light.  ___
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Man’s sinful condition caused the world to lie down in darkness.  Even worse, men love darkness instead of light because their deeds are evil.  ____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Those who “Walk in the Light” as God is Light, may fall bit they will quickly turn away from that old lifestyle to find forgiveness in Jesus Christ.  ______________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  do not  ______________________________________  [v8]  

Walking in the Light of God doesn’t mean we are perfect.  It is the choices we make, not the temptations we experience that move us into darkness or into light.  __________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Since God has said that all people are sinners, to deny that fact is to blaspheme God with slander that defames His character.  If we say that we have not sinned, we make God a liar and His “salvific word” is not in us.  _________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  ______________________________________________  [v9]  

This allows a “faithful and just Jesus” to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  _____________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

It is the Blood of Jesus which cleanse us from our sin.  __________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Jesus’ forgiving grace has removed every barrier between God and us; even that of remembered guilt so that we can have fellowship with God.  Every sin has already been taken care of at the cross.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The key to experiencing a righteous relationship and a godly fellowship with God – is to “Walk in the Light,” not darkness.  ____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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