“christ our advocate”

First John 2:1 – 6

March is Stewardship Month.  Christian stewardship is the management of God’s resources.  Stewardship is about loaner-ship, not ownership.  We are just the caretakers of God’s stuff.  We must give God’s stuff back to God.  ________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This morning, let us continue in our new sermon series of learning and journeying through the three Letters or Epistles of John.  Let us continue our study, getting to know the faithful and just Jesus.  

– in our text – 


The Bible teaches that as Christians, we must continually confess and acknowledge sin.  As Christians, we are not powerless against sin.  Because of sin, Satan prosecutes Christians night and day before God the Father and Christ n heaven due to our sins.  _____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The more we live in the Light of Christ, the more we need Christ our Advocate.  Here, the Apostle John addresses the danger of misunderstanding the promise of forgiveness.  ___________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Some folk assume that only the fear of hell can keep a person from sinning.  Jesus teaches that love is the prime motivator for obedience to avoid sin.  _____________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “What can our Advocate do for us?”  
1  –  satisfies  ____________________________________  [v2]  

Jesus is the propitiation or atoning sacrifice for our sins.  That is, God’s holiness is totally satisfied and Divine Providence is wholly fulfilled by the blood of Jesus Christ.  _________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Blood of Jesus was enough to completely eradicate the debt of sin.  It is enough to empower us to walk in the Light of Christ.  ____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Knowing God will forgive us if we sin, helps us to grasp the depth of God’s love for us in Christ.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  perfects  ___________________________________  [v5]  

The word “keeps” means to “keep the eye fix upon or observe.  Keeping the Word of God perfects the love of God.  ___________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Obedience is the basis of all true Christian service.  Obedience is better than a sacrifice.  _______
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The more Jesus forgives us, the more our love for God is “perfected.”  ______________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  leads  _______________________________________  [v6]  

Jesus our Advocate helps us to perfect the love of God as He leads us to walk in the Light.  After all, walking in the Light involves honesty, dedication, obedience, and love.  _____________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Walking in the Light means living here on earth the way Jesus lived when He was here, and the way He is right now in heaven.  _______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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