“warnings against the antichrist”
First John 2:18 – 25
27 March 2019
Relevant Question:  “What are the warnings against antichrist?”  


1)  They will come among us (v18)  

2)  They will leave the faith (v19)  

3)  They will deny Jesus as Christ (v22)  
1)  According to the sermon, what is the “fundamental statement of our faith?”  


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > The fundamental statement of our faith is that Jesus is The Christ, the Son of the Living God.  Anyone denying or disowning the true nature of Jesus Christ possesses the spirit of antichrist and is a liar; to deny the truth is to embrace a lie.  
· Matthew 16:16 > “And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  

· Sermon > The denial of Jesus Christ as the Son is also a denial of God as the Father.  One cannot have the Father without the Son; to reject one is to reject the other.  
· v22 > “Who is a liar but he that denies that Jesus is the Christ?  He is antichrist that denies the Father and the Son.”  

2)  According to the sermon, to what does the term “antichrist” refers?  

________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > The term “antichrist” refers to a principle of evil, incarnated in men (women), who are hostile and opposed to God.  The Apostle John warns against the satanic powers of false believers who deny the Person and Work of Jesus Christ.  

· Sermon > Moreover, Paul warns that many antichrists have come in among the churches to deceive and attack the people of faith.  That is, these false teachers, like wolves in sheep’s clothing, have come to trouble the church with damning lies and causing disunity, division, and separation.  
· Sermon > The term “anti” means that he is against or in opposition to Jesus Christ and will attempt to substitute himself for Christ at the end of the age.  The antichrist is a chosen person, a world leader whom Satan will equip with supernatural power and authority to deceive and attack the Nation of Israel.  
· v18 > “Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time.”  

3)  According to the sermon, those with faith in Jesus Christ are ____________________.  
  a)  Hearers and not just believers.  

  b)  Managers and not just stewards.  

  c)  Possessors and not just professors.  
  d)  Loaners and not just owners.  

· Sermon > C = Those with faith in Jesus Christ are possessors and not just professors.  That is, true believers not only “profess” Christ, they also “possess” Christ through an unwavering faith.  The antichrists were individual without “possessing” faith.  They were former church members who had only “professed” a faith, but now had abandoned Christ and the Church.  
· v19a > “They went out from us, but they were not of us …”  
4)  Which Greek word is used when people share the same divine nature, indwelt by the same Holy Spirit, and enjoys having all things in common with one another?  
  a)  Agape.  

  b)  Koinonia.  

  c)  Paraclete.  

  d)  Charisma.  

· Sermon > B = Koinonia.  The word in Greek is “fellowship” and it means “to have all things in common.”  
· Sermon > When people share the same spiritual realities and the same divine experiences, it is said that they have fellowship together having “all things in common.”  Consequently, the spirit of antichrist causes the opposite; it’s the source of discord, dissension, and departure.  
5)  A member of the local church is also a member of the universal church.  [T] or [F]  
· Sermon > FALSE = A person can belong to the local (visible) church and not belong to the universal (invisible) church:  the true spiritual Body of Christ.  That is, not everyone who is a part of the local assembly of believers is necessarily a member of the universal Family of God.  Moreover, people who do not continue in the faith signify that they did not have faith.  
· Sermon > First, when a sinner trusts Christ as Savior, she or he receives eternal life and immediately becomes a child in God’s family and an eternal part of Christ’s spiritual body.  Secondly, he or she should then immediately identify themselves as a member of the local group of Christians, join the church family, and instantly start serving Jesus Christ.  
· v19b > “… For if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us.”  
BONUS) Which one is a true characteristic of Christian stewardship?  
  a)  Using time, talent, tongue, temple, and treasure for God’s Kingdom.  
  b)  Being the loaner and not the owner of God’s resources.  
  c)  Faithfully loving Christ and serving His Church.  

  d)  Giving God’s stuff back to God.  
  e)  All of the above.  

· Sermon > March is Stewardship Month.  A time to re-evaluate our giving; a chance to check out our charity; an occasion to scrutinize our offering; and an opportunity to re-examine our generosity.  Christian Stewardship is the management of God’s resources.  
· Sermon > A = stewardship is using our time, talent, tongue, temple, and treasure to serve God and His Kingdom.  B = stewardship is about loaner-ship and not owner-ship.  C = stewardship is about faithfully loving God, Jesus Christ and serving His Church.  D = it is non-negotiable; we must give God’s stuff back to God.  Keep in mind; spiritual matters and financial matter are connected.  



