“warnings against the antichrist”

First John 2:18 – 25

March is Stewardship Month.  Christian stewardship is about loaner-ship, and not ownership.  Stewardship is about becoming the caretaker of God’s stuff.  We must give God’s stuff back to God.  Spiritual matters and financial matters are connected.  Stewardship is choosing to faithfully love God.  Stewardship is using your time, talent, treasure to serve God and His kingdom.  _________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


The Bible teaches that the fundamental statement of faith is that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  The term “antichrist” refers to a principle of evil, incarnated in men, who are hostile and opposed to God.  _______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Word of God is clear that true Christians are saved, sanctified, and filled with the Holy Spirit.  
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “What are the warnings against antichrist?”  
1  –  they  will  ________________________________  [v18]  

John announces the coming of the antichrist in the future and the existence of many antichrists presently among us.  That is, the appearance of the antichrist will come in the last days, and will signal the start of the end times.  ______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The antichrist is a chosen person, a world leader whom Satan will equip with supernatural power and authority to deceive and attack the Nation of Israel.  Here, John warns that even now many antichrists have come in among us to deceive and attack the people of faith.  ___________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  they  will  ________________________________  [v19]  

They had once been “professors” of the faith, but now they have separated themselves from the fellowship of the true church of Christ.  They are former church members who have abandoned the faith and are now disciples or followers of these antichrists.  _________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Not everyone who is part of an assembly of believers is necessarily a member of the family of God.  When people share the same divine nature and are indwelt by the same Holy Spirit, they will want to enjoy the same fellowship and share with one another.  ______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

They did not continue in the faith signifies that they did not have the faith.  ___________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  they  will  ________________________________  [v22]  

Anyone denying or disowning the true nature of Christ possesses the spirit of antichrist and is a liar.  To deny truth is to embrace a lie.  _________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The liar is the one who denies the Father and the Son.  One cannot have the Father without the Son; to reject one is to reject the other.  _________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In v23, the antichrists deny Jesus.  Those who deny Jesus, deny His existence and Godhead; deny the union of divinity and humanity into one unique person; and deny the reality of His human nature.  __________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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