“abiding in the redeemer”

First John 2:26 – 29

March is Stewardship Month.  Christian stewardship is rooted in a spiritual commitment to God.  Stewardship requires every Christian first to trust God, and then to demonstrate faithful management over God’s stuff.  In Deut 12:10-11, the Scriptures teach that we are to bring our tithes, offerings, and sacrifices to the place where God has chosen to make His name abide or to dwell.  For us, it is Ebenezer Baptist Church.  
A sacrificial offering is the surrendering of a highly valued possession as an offering to God.  It’s “not equal giving, but equal sacrifice.”  _______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


In our last sermon, John warned that the spirit of antichrist was already among us.  The Bible teaches that we are to abide in Jesus Christ, to abide in the Word, and to abide in the Holy Spirit.  That is, to abide means to remain in fellowship or in koinonia.  _______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Word of God is clear that Satan is the “father of lies” who hopes to lead Christians astray by teaching them false doctrines.  As Christians, the Light of Christ can keep us from stumbling and fumbling into the dark deceptive deeds of the Devil.  _______________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “How to abide in the Redeemer?”  
1  –  avoid  ________________________________  [v26]  

These antichrists and anti-Christians rarely try to lead lost sinners to their false faith.  Instead, they spend much of their time trying to convert, professing, and possessing Christians to their own false doctrines.  ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Satan is not an originator, Satan is a counterfeiter.  Satan imitates the work of God.  ___________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In v27, as the children of God, we are anointed, not with literal oil, but by the poured out Spirit of God.  ____________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  don’t  be  ________________________________  [v28]  

We deny what we are ashamed of.  _________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A believer who is not abiding in fellowship with Christ in obedience, in love, and in truth will cause denial and bring shame.  ____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Good News is those walking in fellowship with Christ walk in the Light, they walk in Love, they walk in Truth; they are abiding in the Redeemer.  _________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  do  that  ________________________________  [v29]  

A person who professes to be a Christian, but does not possess or live in faith, in obedience, in love, or in truth is either deceived or a deceiver.  __________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

When we abide in the Redeemer, our lives will bear the marks of faith, obedience, love, and truth empowering us.  ___________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

There is no doubt we are living in the “last time.”  We face trials, troubles, and tribulations every day; yet, we don’t have to live in defeat, despair, and distress. _______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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