“acting like your father”

First John 3:1 – 10

In our last sermon, John cautions us to live and abide in our Redeemer, Jesus Christ.  Again, John mentioned that we are living in the “last time,” a time where society and humanity are not receptive to Christ or supportive of the Church  ___________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


The Bible teaches us that because of God’s great and wonderful love for us, we can now be called the Children of God.  _______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Word of God makes plain that believers are the “called” which indicates that we are “called to be holy” and “called saints” and are “called children of God” because we are “born” of the Father.  ___
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “How are we to act like the Father?”  
1  –  act like  _____________________________________  [v2]  

Because of our physical body, it does not yet appear what we shall be.  That is, what we shall become has not yet been revealed.  ___________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

When Christ appears to take His church to heaven, believers will be like Him possessing glorified, resurrected bodies.  The entire plan of salvation is designed by the Father to transform us into the Children of God.  __________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Our aim is to get to heaven.  _______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  cease  from  ________________________________  [v6]  

John declares that those who abide in Jesus do not sin.  Moreover, those who sin has neither seen nor known Jesus.  _____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In this life, we will never achieve sinless perfection, but as we continually confess all the sins of which we are aware, we will continually experience the reality of our once-for-all forgiveness through Christ and will be free from the stain of unrighteousness.  ___________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The believer who abides in Jesus and who has been born of God does not sin.  That is, believers do not keep on sinning.  _____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  avoid  the  deeds  ___________________________  [v8]  

Everyone who commits sin is a “child” of the devil; for the devil has been sinning from the beginning.  _______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If a “child” of God …  _______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If a “child” of the Devil …  _________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Avoiding the works and deeds of the devil are definitely a surefire way of acting like God the Father.  __________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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