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Relevant Question:  “How to love on purpose?”  


1)  Turn Your Hate Into Love (v11)  

2)  Do Your Labor With Love (v16)  

3)  Season Your Life With Love (v21)  
1)  Provide one comparison between Christ and Cain.  

________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > One comparison is that Cain took another’s life, while Christ gave His own life for others.  Cain’s actions revealed that he was evil, while Christ showed Himself to be good and righteous as the love gift of God.  Cain reacted with hatred to his brother who was good and righteous, while Christ responded with love to sinners who were unrighteous in their rejection of God. 
· Sermon > No one who hates lives in God, but the believer who lives in God will love.  As believers, we know that we have been transformed from death to life through the passion of love. 
· v12 > “Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother.  And wherefore slew he him?  Because his own works were evil, and his brother's righteous.”  

· v14 > “We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren.  He that loves not his brother abides in death.”  

2)  Why is love the true mark of true Christianity?”  

________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Love is the true mark of true Christianity because love is the central reality of God’s nature.  God is love.  God expresses His love in the gift of Jesus Christ and we accept that gift by favorably responding to the personification of God’s love Jesus.  
· 1John 4:7-8 > “Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that love is born of God, and know God.  8He that loves not knows not God; for God is love.”  
· Sermon > When we have sin in our hearts, we are no longer as open to the love of God as we can be.  Through sin, Satan attempts to rob us of God’s love and favor.  Be warned, Satan wants to steal the awareness and the reality of God’s love from our hearts.  Satan’s aim is that we neither feel loved nor are capable of giving love.  
· v11 > “For this is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love one another.”  

3)  Which of the following statements is NOT true?  
  a)  The person who hates is a murderer in her or his heart.  

  b)  A person should be willing to lay down his or her life for the brethren.  

  c)  A person’s actions will speak louder than his or her words.  

  d)  A person who loves has eternal life.  

· Sermon > D = is NOT true.  The fact that a person provides love does not, in or of itself, guarantees eternal life.  Our salvation and eternal life is by God’s grace through our faith in Jesus Christ.  
· Ephesians 2:8-9 > “For For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  9Not of works, lest any man should boast.”  
· Sermon > A = True.  Anyone hating his brother is already a murder.  In fact, hatred is the source of murder.  The hatred of another believer is the spiritual equivalent of murder, just as a lustful eye is the spiritual equivalent of adultery.  
· v15 > “Whosoever hates his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.”  
· Sermon > B = True.  We must be willing to lay down our lives (sacrifice) for our brothers and sisters as Christ laid down His life for us.  In fact, laying down one’s life for another is the supreme example of Christ-like-love.  
· v16 > “Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.”  
· Sermon > C = True.  Our passion to love one another is not in words or speech, but rather in our actions, in deed and in truth.  True Christianity is a matter of the heart, not the tongue.  
· v18 > “My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.”  
4)  Everything God puts into your hands is for you and your family.  [T] or [F]  
· Sermon > falsE = Everything that God puts into your hand is not for your consumption.  If anyone has enough money to live well, sees a person in need, and refuses to help, how can God’s love be in that person?  We must perform our labor in Christian love on purpose.  The Christians “haves” must be willing to share with the have nots.  
· v17 > “But whoso has this world's good, and sees his brother have need, and shuts up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwell the love of God in him?”  
5)  Love is both a feeling and an intention.  [T] or [F]  

Sermon > falsE = Love is neither a feeling nor an intention.  Love is a choice that binds us to a distinctive course of action.  That is, in order to engage the passion of love, we must express our love and to do it on purpose.  Love knows no limits; God is love and God’s love is infinite.  
v11 > “For this is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love one another.”  
BONUS)  How does one know if he or she has passed from death to life?  
· Sermon > When we love the brethren, the entire family of God, we know that we have passed from sinful death to eternal life.  That is, in Christ, the Holy Spirit grants us living power, both as forgiving power and giving power.  As we are able to “forgive” others, we are then able to “give” to others.  
· v14 > “We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren.  He that loves not his brother abideth in death.”  

· v24 > “And he that keeps his commandments dwells in him, and he in him.  And hereby we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit which he has given us.” 




