“loving on purpose”

First John 3:11 – 24

When we get sin in our hearts, we are no longer as open to the love of God.  Through sin, Satan attempts to rob us of the love and favor of God.  In our last sermon, John admonished us to live and act like our Heavenly Father, and not like sin’s daddy the Devil.  _____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


The Bible teaches us that from the beginning, God’s message to humanity has always been to love one another “on purpose.”  Love is the central reali9ty of God’s nature.  ____________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Word of God makes plain that one who hates is a murderer in his heart and cannot be one who possesses eternal life.  In fact, the hatred of another believer is the spiritual equivalent of murder just as a lustful eye is the spiritual equivalent of adultery.  ___________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “How to love on purpose?”  
1  –  turn  your  _______________________________  [v11]  

Earlier in the Letter, John contrasted light and darkness to help us understand the Christian life.  Now John contrasts love and hatred to assist us in comprehending Christian relationships.  ________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

When Cain took another’s life, Christ gave His own life for others.  Cain’s actions revealed that he was evil; Christ shows Himself to be good and righteous the love gift of God.  ___________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In Christ, we must love the brethren, the entire family of God.  ____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  do  your  _________________________________  [v16]  

John is quick to note that love is not a feeling or an intention.  Love is a choice that binds us to a distinctive course of action.  __________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

While laying down one’s life for another is the supreme example of Christ-like-love, John moves to a more practical everyday scenario to emphasize the passion of love.  ________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Our passion to love, our power to assist is not in our words or speech (tongue), but it’s in our deeds (action) and in truth.  _______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  season  your  _____________________________  [v21]  

If the things in your heart are such that they do not condemn your life then you can stand boldly before the Lord.  But what if your heart condemns you?  ____________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If your heart does not condemn you, but rather justifies you then you can love on purpose and live boldly and righteously before God.  ____________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Loving on purpose is about trusting God.  Loving on purpose is about living in Jesus Christ.  Loving on purpose is about surrendering to the Holy Spirit allowing Him to purify us and transform us.  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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