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29 May 2019
Relevant Question:  “How does God love us?”  


1)  Through Love – God birthed us (v7-8)  

2)  In Love – God sent us Jesus (v9-11)  

3)  For Love – God abides in us (v12-16)  
1)  According to the sermon, what are the three tests of genuine love?  

________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > The three test of genuine love are 1) the moral test, 2) the doctrine test, and 3) the love test.  
· Sermon > The “Moral Test” tests our ability to obey the word God’s command.  
· Acts 5:29 > “Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than men.”  
· Sermon > The “Doctrine Test” tests our ability to believe that Jesus is Christ the Son of God.  
· Matthew 16:16 > “And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  
· Sermon > The “Love Test” tests our ability to love both God and the people of God (one another). 
· John 13:34-35 > “A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.  35By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.”  
2)  What does the absence of love in a person indicates?  

________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > The absence of love in a person indicates that that person does not know God.  That is, love is from God and everyone who love is from God and is born of God, and knows God.  It follows then that anyone who does not love is not from God and is not born of God, and does not know God.  
· Sermon > The absence of love is evidence that a person does not know God or identify with God.  He or she is actually walking in darkness.  

· 1John 4:8 > “He that loves not knows not God; for God is love.”  

· Sermon > As a believer’s confession of Jesus as the Christ marks him or her as being redeemed by God, so does love marks him or her since love comes directly from God.  In fact, love descends from and through God who has birthed the believer.  Since the believer has been “born” of God, she or he knows God.  Love stems from a regenerated nature and from a fellowship with God, which establishes and confirms knowledge of God.  
· John 3:3 > “Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  

3)  (According to the sermon), authentic love has power to do what two things?  

________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Authentic love has power:  Holy Ghost power that provides both giving power and forgiving power.  Authentic love overcomes hatred, supersedes envy, and covers a multitude of sins.  Love is the central reality of God’s nature, which also possesses both giving power and forgiving power.  
· Sermon > Giving power allows us to participate in the Kingdom building work of Christ through our time, talent, and treasure.  After all, we are co-laborer with Jesus Christ.  
· Luke 6:38 > “Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom.  For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.”  
· Sermon > Forgiving power allows us to love one another “on purpose.”  As we are forgiven of God, so we too are to forgive and love one another.  
· Matthew 6:12 > “And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.”  
· Matthew 5:44 >  “But I say unto you, love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you.”  
4)  Which of the following statements is NOT true?  
  a)  Faith provides proof of our capacity to love all people.  

  b)  Biblical love is both sacrificial and unconditional.  

  c)  Hope establishes our ability to find the best in other people.  

  d)  Love is not a matter of words, but is the stuff of our actions.  

  e)  All of the statements are true.  

· Sermon > e = all of the below statements are true.  Consider …  
· Sermon > A = True, faith provides proof of our capacity to love all people.  It is through faith we are saved and “born” into the family of God.  Our regenerated nature and relationship with God gives proof to our love for God and God’s people.  Love stems from God; therefore, we have the capacity to love all people.  
· Ephesians 2:8-9 > “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.”  
· Sermon > B = True, biblical love (agape) is both sacrificial and unconditional.  Love is expensive and always costs something.  Authentic (agape) love will always possess both qualities because love is the central reality of God’s nature.  The love of God is the source of our salvation and redemption.  
John 3:16 > “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  

· Sermon > c = True, hope establishes our ability to find the best in other people.  Since love is a matter of the will (choice), rather than a feeling or lust, love becomes the true mark of our Christianity.  The interrelationship among “faith-hope-love” allows the future expectations of hope to find (see) the best in other people.  Hope sees us as what we “shall be” even though the reality of it (the best) is yet to be realized.  
· Romans 5:8 > “God commended (proved) his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”  

· Sermon > d = True, love is not a matter of words, but is the stuff of our actions.  Love is the debt we owe each other.  Love is a verb; it must be “given away” not just in words, but also in action.  It is God’s love in us that proves we “abide” in God and demonstrates that we have love for others.  That is, God’s love abiding in us, energizing us to love one another.  God is love and since God first loved us, we can live our lives in love dwelling, abiding, and maturing in God with God abiding in us.  That is, love is the reflection of an indwelling God.  
· v13-14 > “Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.  14And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Savior of the world.”  
5)  Write a prayer that requests the power to love everybody (40 to 50 words).  

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > “Eternal God, I ask for the power to love everybody.  Help me to look beyond the faults of others, as you have looked beyond mine.  Bless me to forgive those who hate me, curse me, or desire to persecute me.  Grant me the authority to see the best in all my friends and enemies.”  
BONUS)  Explain the difference between “liking a person” and “loving a person.”  
· BTS > As Christians, we are called to love one another as Jesus loves us.  Love is a command we must obey.  Love means seeing or finding the best in other people.  Love means employing the “Golden Rule” in all our relationship.  Love involves both a voluntary (I’ve decided to love you) response and an involuntary (I can’t help but love you) response.  We are to love, even though love in not returned.  
· John 13:34-35 > “A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.  35By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.”  
· Matthew 7:12 > “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do you even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets.”  

· Luke 6:31 > “And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise.”  

· BTS > Although, we are commanded to love one another, we are not commanded to “liking” one another.  Liking is a preference.  In fact, John declares that we should not believe or give credence to every spirit or person we meet.  We must learn to discern true spirits from false spirits or anti-Christians.  Moreover, we need not accept the “behavior” or “attitude” of everyone we meet.  We tend to “like and befriend” the people who act and behavior similarly to ourselves.  
· 1John 4:1 > “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.”  



