“yes jesus loves us”

First John 4:7 – 16

We are living in a day and time when the Love of many has waxed cold.  What this world needs now is Love.  After all, we’ve lost that Loving Feeling.  _____________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Love is the true mark of Christianity.  Love is the debt we owe each other.  __________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Love involves both a voluntary (I’ve decided to love you) response and an involuntary (I can’t help but love you) response.  Love becomes the proof of our salvation.  ___________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


The Bible teaches us that we are not only to Love one another, but to Love our enemies, to do good to them, which hate us, bless them that curse us, and to pray for them, which despitefully use us.  _____________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In this first letter of John, we are provided with three tests of genuine Love > _________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “How does God love us?”  
1  –  god  _______________________________________  LOVE  [v7-8]  

John returns to the subject of Love which is a product of the Holy Spirit.  As we “test every spirit,” the Love within the righteous spirits will connect with the Love in our own spirit.  _________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In v8, as we confess Jesus as Christ marks us as being redeemed by God, so does Love since Love comes directly from God.  In fact, Love descends from and through God.  _________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

There’s nothing we can do to make God love us more or love us less.  God’s Love is unconditional, impartial, infinite, everlasting, and perfect.  ___________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  gOD  ______________________________________  LOVE  [v9-11]  

If you want to know how God has demonstrated His Love, one need only to consider the fact that God sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might obtain eternal life.  The Love of God is the source of human redemption.  ___________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The result of this experience is that we have seen and testify to the fact that the Father sent His only Son Jesus to be Savior of the world.  _______________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  god  _____________________________________  LOVE  [v12-16]  

John shows us how God’s Love can make God visible to every Christian.  In His divine nature and essence, God has never been seen by any living man; yet in the experience of mutual love among believers, this invisible God actually lives in us and His Love is made perfect (complete) in us.  _____
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In v13, our spirit-led obedience becomes the evidence that we are enjoying a mutual abiding relationship with God.  ______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In v15, it is our confession of faith that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  The vital belief of our redemption is through His blood, His sacrifice, and His grace.  _____________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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