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Relevant Question:  “How to avoid becoming a liar?”  


1)  Love the Church (v18)  

2)  Come to Church (v20)  

3)  Support the Church (v21)  
1)  According to the sermon, what is a lie?  


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > A lie is a false statement made with deliberate intent to deceive; an intentional untruth, or falsehood.  A lie represents the false.  It’s the telling of an untruth.  It’s the giving of a false witness or report.  A lie thrives among deceit, deception, and dishonesty.  
· Sermon > Satan (the father of lies) and his evil forces employ lies and liars to maintain an endless assault upon the truth.  The only power which is capable of destroying the lies, the fake, the false and the phony is the unadulterated, the uncompromised, uncontaminated, and untarnished truth of Scripture.  
· Sermon > The love we receive from the Living God defeats, demolishes, and destroys the corrupt, the crooked, and the corrosive lies of Satan.  
2)  According to the sermon, how do we avoid becoming liars?  

________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > We can avoid becoming a liar by exterminating, eradicating, and eliminating the lies of the devil.  Loving everybody will avoid becoming a prevaricators and equivocators.  
· Sermon > We exterminate the lies of the enemy when we love the Church.  We are charged to love the Word of God, commanded to love one another, and called to love the church.  In fact, our faith is a sign that our love is growing and maturing.  
· John 13:34-35 > “A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.  35By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.”  

· Sermon > We eradicate the lies of the enemy when we come to Church.  Coming to church and experiencing this “community of faith,” trains us how to love, how to give and forgive, and how to serve the body of Christ.  
· Hebrew 10:25 > “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.”  
· Sermon > We eliminate the lies of the enemy when we support the Church.  Every believer must support the church spiritually, physically, and financially.  We give support to the church when we are praying and praising the Lord (worship), when we’re giving and serving for Christ (ministry), and when we’re talking and teaching about Jesus (evangelism).  
· v21 > “And this commandment has we from him, that he who loves God loves his brother also.”  
3)  According to the sermon, what are the three basic tests for the believer?  
  a)  Obedience, fellowship, and followship.  

  b)  Relationship, membership, and discipleship.  

  c)  Obedience, discipleship, and fellowship.  

  d)  Relationship, fellowship, and stewardship.  

· Sermon > c = The three basic tests for a believer are obedience, discipleship, and fellowship.  
· Sermon > Obedience: to walk in the LIGHT and not in darkness.  

· 1Peter 2:9 > “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who has called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.”  
· Sermon > Discipleship: to walk in TRUTH and not in lies or errors.  
· v20 > “If a man say, I love God, and hates his brother, he is a liar: for he that love not his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen?”  
· Sermon > Fellowship: to walk in LOVE and not in hate.  
· Matthew 5:44 > “But I say unto you, love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you.”  

4)  Which of the following statements is NOT true?  
  a)  God’s love makes our love perfect.  

  b)  God’s love drives out the spirit of fear.  

  c)  Our walk with the Spirit removes judgment and condemnation.  

  d)  Loving God and hating our brothers will make us liars.  

  e)  All of the statements are true.  

· Sermon > e = all of the below statements are true.  Consider …  

· Sermon > A = True, God’s love makes our love perfect.  That is, God’s love flowing out of us, makes God’s love in us perfect.  John is not suggesting sinless perfection, but rather mature love marked by faith even in the face of divine judgment.  God’s love exterminates the lies of fear, while perfecting and maturing our love.  
· v17 > “Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world.”  

· Sermon > B = True, God’s love drives out the spirit of fear.  God is not angry with us or eager to punish us, it’s the love of God that drives out fear.  With God’s love abiding within us, as believers, we are protected from the fear of judgment.  The love that builds our faith and confidence in Christ also banishes fears.  
v18 > “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear: because fear has torment.  He that fears is not made perfect in love.”  

· Sermon > c = True, the abiding love of the Holy Spirit proves that we are the children of God and provides witness that we will never face judgment or condemnation.  
· Romans 8:1 > “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”  
· Sermon > d = True, loving God and hating our brothers will make us liars.  Our love for the invisible God can only be authentically expressed by a love for our visible brethren.  As believers, we are expected to love each other because we have experienced the love of God in our hearts.  The truth of the matter, you cannot love a holy God in heaven, while hating the people of God here on earth.  
· v20 > “If a man say, I love God, and hates his brother, he is a liar …”  
5)  Does the local church make mistakes?  Please explain.  

________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Yes, the local church does make mistakes.  The church is filled with many contradictions and hypocrisy, including lies and liars.  Granted, the church has her flaws.  More often than not, the church fails, falls, and fumbles.  
· Sermon > Unfortunately, the church does not always get the “divinity” and the “humanity” just right.  Often, the church fouls up the nexus between “theology” and “anthropology.”  Yes, the church too is a “work in progress.”  Yet, the church is the only place where the lost sinners of this world may come and witness God’s love at work within the believer.  God loves the church because, as believers, we are the church.  Coming to church, eradicates the lies of the devil.  
· Sermon > John reveals the contradiction between saying we love God, while hating other Christians.  Again, one cannot love God without first loving his or her fellow believers.  
· 1John 4:8 > “He that loves not knows not God; for God is love.”  

BONUS)  Is the local church necessary?  Please explain.  
· BTS > The local church is extremely necessary.  As believers, we mature in Christ as we learn in church to walk in love.  It is in the church where we learn tolerance, inclusion, and forgiveness.  It’s in the church, where we learn peace, joy, and love.  Moreover, it’s in the church where we learn to love like God, so we can live like Jesus.  
· BTS > The church is the believer’s best effort to reach a fallen world and lost sinners.  The love we learn in church transforms us, it fuels our faith, and it oils the wheels of our ministry service.  
· John 13:34-35 > “A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.  35By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.”  



