“don’t become a liar”

First John 4:17 – 21

A lie is a false statement made with deliberate intent to deceive; an intentional untruth; a falsehood.  A lie represents the false.  It’s the telling of an untruth and the giving of a false witness.  We are living in a day and time when lies and liars assault our sensibility daily.  _________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


The only thing, which is capable of destroying the lies, the fake, false and phony is the unadulterated, the uncompromised, uncontaminated and untarnished truth of Scripture.  Unfortunately, the truth is under attack daily by the fake, the false, and the phony.  _______________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In our last sermon, John made plain that as believers, we are loved by Jesus Christ.  Through love, God birthed us into His divine family.  For love, God sent us Jesus as Savior of a lost world.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


The Bible teaches us that in this world we are to love like God the Father, and to model our lives like Jesus the Son.  ________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Here, in this text, John states that we can know we have fellowship with God through Christ.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “How to avoid becoming a liar?”  
1  –  ______________________________  THE  CHURCH [v18]  

In v17, we are told that when God’s love is flowing out of us, God’s love makes our love perfect.  Faith is a sign that love is growing and maturing.  _________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Look at v18, there is no fear in love, because of God’s love, we need not fear the Day of Judgment.”  As believers, God is not angry with us or eager to punish us.  God’s love has driven out fear.  ____________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Fear involves torment and punishment, a reality the children of God will never experience because we are already forgiven.  We can love the church because v19 tells us that God first loved us.  _____
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  ______________________________  THE  CHURCH [v20]  


Look at v20, “If a man say, I love God, and hates his brother, he is a liar.”  Anyone claiming to love God, yet hates his brother is making a false claim.  He or she is a liar.  ________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Coming to church teaches us how to love our brothers and sisters.  Coming to church, experiencing the “community of faith,” trains us how to love, how to give and forgive, and how to serve the body of Christ.  ____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The church is filled with many contradictions and hypocrisy, including lies and liars.  Granted, the church has her flaws.  ______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  ______________________________  THE  CHURCH [v21]  

Again, one cannot love God without first loving his or her fellow believers.  A claim to love God is a delusion if not accompanied by an unselfish love for other Christians.  _________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In the church, we are learning tolerance, inclusion, and forgiveness.  In the church, we are learning discipleship, stewardship, and ministry.  In the church, we are learning peace, joy, and love. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Every believer must support the church spiritually, physically, and financially.  ________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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