“overcoming this world”
First John 5:1 – 5
17 July 2019
Relevant Question:  “How to become an overcomer?”  


1)  Saving Faith (v1)  

2)  Loving Faith (v3)  

3)  Victorious Faith (v4)  
1)  According to the sermon, what are the characteristic of the Christian’s relationship with God?  

________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > The Christian’s relationship with God is one of faith established by the “spiritual characteristics” of trust and confidence in the finished work Christ Jesus.  
· v1a > “Whosoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God …”  
· Sermon > The term “believes” convey the idea of continuing faith making the point that the “mark of genuine believers” is that they continue in faith throughout their lives.  There exist a personal relationship with God through “new birth,” “eternal life,” and “overcoming this world.”  
· Eph 2:8-9 > “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9Not of works, lest any man should boast.”  
2)  According to the sermon, what has to happen in order for faith to become salvation?  


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Faith becomes salvation when the historical Jesus becomes the Christ of our faith.  The “Historical Jesus” is the “Christ of Faith” based upon our trust and confidence in this “Historical Jesus” and our understanding of the Bible. 
· Sermon > The power of our Christian faith and being “born again” has already made us overcomers of this world.  That is, we can live in this world with the understanding that we can be happy without always having our cups full.  
· v4 > “For whatsoever is born of God overcomes the world: and this is the victory that overcomes the world, even our faith.”  

· Sermon > Overcoming this world is not only about conquering the evil, but it is about establishing the good.  It is about diminishes ourselves, disregards our own efforts, and fully rest in Jesus’ promise of forgiveness and transformation.  
3)  According to the sermon, which one(s) is (are) “saving faith?”  
  a)  The intellectual acceptance of the existence of Jesus as the Christ.  

  b)  The total surrender to the will of God.  

  c)  The ability to overcome this world.  

  d)  The permanent wholehearted dedication to Jesus Christ.  

· Sermon > A thru D = All of the above statements define saving faith.  
· Sermon > A = True, saving faith is the intellectual acceptance of the existence of Jesus as the Christ.  As Christians, through faith, we intellectually and spiritually accept the existence of Jesus as the only begotten Son of God.  Jesus came to redeem us from the power of sin and to bring us to heaven and to God.  
· John 3:16 > “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  

· Sermon > B = True, saving faith is about the total surrender to the will of God.  Faith ushers us into a new world where we love God and demonstrates that love through an obedience heart and a surrendered will.  That is, our love for God is shown in our obedience of His commandments and in our surrendered will.  Obedience and surrendering make life easy.  
Matthew 11:29-30 > “Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.  30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”  

· Sermon > c = True, saving faith includes the ability to overcome this world.  Jesus has overcome this world for us and through faith in Christ; we too shall overcome this world.  Although we shall have tribulation, we are to exhibit good cheer as we overcome this world.  
· John 16:33 > “These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace.  In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.”  
· v5 > “Who is he that overcomes the world, but he that believes that Jesus is the Son of God?”  
· Sermon > d = True, saving faith concerns the permanent wholehearted dedication to Jesus Christ.  Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born again as a “permanent” child of God.  Regeneration infuses God’s divine nature and His spiritual genetic power within us.  
· John 3:5, 7 > “Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.  7Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.”  
4)  Why is it required of us to love other Christians?  

________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Since we love God, we are required to also love other Christians, God’s children.  That is, everyone who loves the Father also loves the Father’s children, his or her own brothers, and sisters.  Whether or not another Christian exhibits a commendable life, as believers we are called to love other Christians as our brothers and sisters in Christ.  This love does not spring from something lovable in that person, but from that person’s “divine paternity.”  
· 1John 4:20 > “If a man say, I love God, and hates his brother, he is a liar: for he that loves not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?”  

· v1b > “… And every one that loves him that begat loves him also that is begotten of him.”  

· Sermon > In other words, everyone who loves the parent loves the child.  Anyone declaring a love for God whom he has never seen, while demonstrating a hatred for his brother whom he has seen, is a liar.  
5)  According to the sermon, what is the power of Christian faith?  


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > The power of Christian faith is the “divine fact” that victory is already won.  Although the constant conflict of sin is still raging, yet in principle, in spirit, and in the certainty of the issue the battle is already divinely decided.  Our faith is the revelation of victory; we win.  Our faith is the victory that is “overcoming this world.”  
BONUS)  According to the sermon, explain “loving faith.”  

________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Loving Faith is not only about loving God, it is also about keeping, observing, and obeying God’s commandments.  Our love for God is real only as long as God’s commands are kept.  A person who obeys God’s commands is doing what is righteous both towards God and towards his fellow believers, thus loving both.  
· Sermon > As believers, we are “World-Conqueror” by means of our loving faith in Christ.  Therefore, loving faith is the secret of our continuing success and victory.  For this reason, obedience to God’s commands is not worrisome, troublesome, burdensome, or grievous.  
· v3b > “…And [God’s] commandments are not grievous.”  



