“overcoming this world”

First John 5:1 – 5

Most people in the world do not know what a Christian is or how they can become Christians.  They trust in religious works and good intentions; they depend upon the energy of the flesh.  God says that a Christian is someone who has been born again.  ________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


The Good News is that the “Historical Jesus” is the Jesus as He actually was and is the “Christ of Faith” based upon our trust in this “Historical Jesus” and our understanding of the Bible.  We recognize Jesus as a real and living person, and for that, we do not drawback in fear.  ____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In our last sermon, John makes plain for us how to avoid “Becoming A Liar.”  A man declaring his love for God whom he has never seen, while demonstrating a hatred for his brother whom he has seen, is a liar.  ____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


The Bible teaches us that in this world, we shall have tribulation, but we are to exhibit good cheer because Christ has overcome the world.  As Christians, we are fully persuaded that the world is evil; therefore, the Son of God came to redeem us from its power and to bring us to heaven and to God.  Faith ushers us into a new world.  Faith escorts us into a world where we love God and demonstrates that love through obedience.  _________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Here, in the First Epistle of John, we are introduced to the subject of an “overcoming victorious life.”_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “How to become an overcomer?”  
1  –  ___________________________  faith [v1]  

The term “believes” conveys the idea of continuing faith making the point that the “mark of genuine believers” is that we continue in faith throughout our lives.  ___________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Overcomers who love God will also love God’s children.  In other words, everyone who loves the parent loves the child.  ______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This love does not spring from something lovable in that person, but from that person’s “divine paternity.”  _______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  __________________________  FAITH [v3]  


A ____________ not only loves God but “Overcoming This World” is about keeping, observing, and obeying God’s commandments.  Our love for God is real only when God’s commands are kept.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Our ___________ faith in Christ, by which we are regenerated, constitutes absolute success over the world system, which is satanically blinded to the Gospel.  ________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In v3b, suggest that such faith is the secret of our continuing success and, for that reason; obedience to God’s commands need not be worrisome, troublesome, burdensome, or grievous. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  ___________________________  FAITH [v4]  

__________ faith comes to those who believe that Jesus is the Son of God.  Only a new birth can provide this kind of “overcoming victory” over this world.  ___________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Keep in mind, to “Overcome This World” is not only to conquer evil, but to establish good.  ______
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Good News, our faith is the victory, which is “Overcoming This World.”  _________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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