“TESTIFYING FOR THE LORD”
First John 5:6 – 12
24 July 2019
Relevant Question:  “Who are the witnesses testifying for the Lord?”  


1)  Those in Heaven (v7)  

2)  Those on Earth (v8)  

3)  Those in this Room (v10)  
1)  According to the sermon, what does it mean to “testify” for the Lord?  

________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Testifying means to make a statement based on personal knowledge or belief to bear witness.  Testifying or witnessing is to serve as evidence or proof, and to express a personal conviction.  
· Sermon > In this chapter, John provides a diversity of witnesses that bring the believer to “new birth” in Jesus Christ.  John introduces us to each of these witnesses who gave testimony to the person, character, ministry, and holiness of Jesus as Christ the Lord.  
· Matthew 16:16 > “And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  
· Sermon > The believer is to receive Holy Ghost power to be able to witness for Jesus Christ.  The Word of God clearly states that an integral part of our Christianity, that is our mission and ministry work, is to become living witnesses for the Lord.  
· Act 1:8 > “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”  
2)  At Jesus’ baptism, identify the appearance of each member of the Trinity.  


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > The Trinity is God in three persons.  The Trinity coexists as the Godhead and is manifested in a threefold unity as the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  “The Unseen God” testifies that He has sent His only begotten Son as living proof of His promise of redemption, forgiveness, and salvation.  

· Sermon > At Jesus’ baptism, the Trinity comes together to give witness and testimony to the ministry of Jesus.  The Father appears as the confirming Voice from heaven heard as thunder.  The Holy Spirit appears as the anointing presence of the descending Dove.  The Son appears as Jesus as the Incarnated Logos of Christ.  
· Matthew 3:13 > “Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him.”  

· Matthew 3:16 > “And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him.”  

· Matthew 3:17 > “And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”  

· Sermon > Also at Jesus’ baptism was a man sent from God whose name was John the Baptist.  He was not the Light, but was sent to bear witness to the “Light of Christ.”  
· John 1:7-8 > “The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe.  8He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.”  

3)  At Jesus’ crucifixion, identify the appearance of each member of the Trinity.  


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > At Jesus’ crucifixion, the Trinity comes together to give witness and provide evidence to the glory of Jesus Christ.  The Father appears as the Divine Darkness at noonday.  The Holy Spirit appears as the Receiving Spirit in the ninth hour.  The Son appears as Jesus as the Crucified Savior on the cross.  

· Matthew 27:45 > “Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour.”  
· Luke 23:46 > “And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit: and having said thus, he gave up the ghost.”  

· John 19:18-19 > “Where they crucified him, and two other with him, on either side one, and Jesus in the midst.  19And Pilate wrote a title and put it on the cross.  And the writing was Jesus of Nazareth The King of the Jews.”  
· Sermon > Also at Jesus’ crucifixion was a man whose name was John the Beloved.  John stood with Mother Mary and witnessed the “blood and water” that issued forth from the spear wound.  

· John 19:34 > “But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and water.”  

4)  Which of the following best describes the believer’s “trust and confidence?”  

  a)  Love.  

  b)  Faith.  

  c)  Mercy.  

  d)  Grace.  

· Sermon > B = Faith.  Saving Faith describes best because it provides a permanent trust and everlasting confidence in Jesus Christ.  The core meaning of “faith” is a personal relationship with God established by trust and confidence.  Faith also includes the element of hope that speaks to the fact that future expectations are obtainable.  Moreover, hope allows the “not yet” to be viewed as a “sure reality.”  

· Hebrews 11:1 > “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” 
· Romans 8:24 > “For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man sees, why does he yet hope for?”  

· Sermon > a = Love.  Love is move about keeping, observing, and obeying God’s commandment and loving one another.  
John 13:34 > “A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.”  

· Sermon > c = Mercy.  Mercy speaks to compassion, pity, and forgiveness shown to sinners.  Mercy is about not receiving the “just punishment” deserved for the wrong done against God. 
· Luke 18:38 > “And he cried, saying, Jesus, thou son of David, have mercy on me.”  
· Sermon > D = Grace.  Grace is expressed as the unmerited favor of God, which looks beyond the believer’s faults and see his or her needs.  
· Ephesians 2:8 > “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.”  
5)  Why is it that some Christians fail to testify for the Lord?  


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > We are living in the last and evil days when the love of many has waxed cold.  Christians are failing to testify because we are living among folks denying the reality and existence of God.  Christians do not testify because some individuals deny the redemptive power and the salvific authority of Jesus Christ.  Some people deny the mind renewing and the life-transforming power of the Holy Spirit.  

· Sermon > In spite of these denials, the Holy Spirit demands that every Christian stand up, live up, and speak up in order to testify for the Lord.  Like those who have gone before us, we too must become members of that “great cloud of witnesses.”  
· Hebrews 12:1 > “Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us.”  



