“testifying for the lord”

First John 5:6 – 12

We are surely living in the last and evil days.  We are truly living in a day and time when folks are denying the reality and existence of God.  

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Testifying means to make a statement based on personal knowledge or belief; to bear witness (to serve as evidence or proof; to express a personal conviction).  ______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In our last sermon, John made it plain how to “Overcome This World.”  Everyone born of God is an “overcomer” and his or her faith is the victory that has overcome this world.  God want us to take seriously the call to “overcome” because our faith has been certified by a “great cloud of witnesses” 
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


The Bible teaches that believers shall receive the power of the Holy Spirit to live as witnesses for Jesus Christ.  The Word of God clearly states that an integral part of our Christianity, our mission and ministry work, is to be living witnesses for the Lord.  _______________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “Who are the witnesses testifying for the Lord?”  
1  –  THOSE  ___________________________  [v7]  

The Trinity, God in three persons, coexisting as Godhead and manifesting as the threefold unity of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  The “Unseen God” testifies that He has sent His only Son as living proof of His promise of redemption, forgiveness, and salvation.  _________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

There is no greater witness than Christ Himself, who is the living “Word” or “Logos” of God.  The evidence of The Word helps the believer to determine that the Holy Spirit that speaks is the Spirit of God because the Holy Spirit testifies about the Father and the Son.  __________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

As the Holy Spirit is the truth, His testimony is to be believed in its own right as infallible.  Notice, the Word and the Spirit each mutually testify of each other.  _________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  THOSE  __________________________  [v8]  


In the natural sense, the blood and the water are symbolic of a natural birth, authenticating the “incarnation” and “virgin birth” of Jesus Christ.  In a spiritual sense, the term “water” refers to the Baptism of Jesus by which His public ministry was initiated.  ________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In a spiritual sense, the term “blood” refers to Jesus’ death on the cross by which his earthly work was finished.  At Jesus’ death, The Trinity came together: the divine darkness at noonday, the receiving spirit in the ninth hour, and the crucified Savior on the cross, coming together to give witness and provide evidence to the glory of Jesus Christ.  __________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Holy Spirit continues to bear witness to the glorious truth because the Holy Spirit is Himself “divine truth.”  _____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  THOSE  ___________________________  [v10]  

We are the witnesses testifying for the Lord.  The good news is the Holy Spirit bears witness with Christ to convince us that our salvation is sufficient, sure, and supreme.  _______________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Our faith is lived out through our words and our day-to-day victories that serve to give witness to a dying world.  ______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Remember, we were not saved at the front of some church, or on some mourner’s bench.  We were saved on a Hill called Calvary, about a 20-minute walk, from downtown Jerusalem, nearly 2000 years ago.  That is where our faith needs to rest, because that is the testimony of God, who brought to us Christ, in human form, as the propitiation for our sins.  _________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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