“I know i’ve been saved”
First John 5:13 – 21
31 July 2019
Relevant Question:  “How do we know we are truly saved?”  


1)  We have Believer’s Faith (v13)  

2)  We have Heard Prayers (v14)  

3)  We have Divine Understanding (v20)  
1)  What are some of the ways people believe they are saved?  

________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > People believe that baptism, church attendance, or just being good will gain them approval from God and thus salvation.  Some folks think that if they have a church connection and exhibit an ethical life based upon a good moral character, they are saved.  
· Sermon > Salvation is through a “renewed mind” in Christ that produces a “changed life.”  Salvation is a “changed life” that gives the evidence that our faith is genuine.  
· Romans 12:2 > “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”  
· Sermon > God wants the believer to have the blessed assurance found upon the promises of a faithful God and His inspired Word.  This blessed assurance of trust and confidence is not depended upon the amount of our faith but upon the object of our faith Jesus Christ Himself.  
· Sermon > The good news is that we can truly know we have been saved, born again, through an unwavering faith that reveals a changed and transformed life.  We don’t have a “hope so” salvation; we have a “know so” salvation.  It is a personal relationship with the person of Jesus Christ and the possession of His nature, by faith, that gives us eternal life.  
· Ephesians 2:8 > “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.”  
2)  In the conclusion of his first epistle, what assurances does John leave the believer?  

________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > In his epistle, John leaves us (the believer) with the assurance of a certainty and clarity about what we actually believe and in whose hands we truly rest.  John leaves us with the understanding that we can know with absolute confidence that we have the “Life of Christ” within us.  
· v13 > “These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may believe on the name of the Son of God.”  
· Sermon > John wants every believer to “know” (certainty) and to have the “blessed assurance” (clarity) that our salvation is sufficient, superior, and sure.  We know, beyond doubt and difficulty, that we are saved, sanctified, and filled with the Holy Spirit.  This blessed assurance of trust and confidence is not depended upon the amount of our faith, but upon the object of our faith, Jesus Christ Himself.  
3)  According to the sermon, what is the meaning of salvation?  


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > Salvation means that every sin is forgiven and buried in God’s forgetfulness; that the Holy Spirit has comes to live (abide) within to remind us of our condition, positions, and authority, and that we have the promised assurance of an eternal home in Heaven.  
· 2Corinthians 5:1, 8 > “For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.  8We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.”  
4)  According to the sermon, how do we know that God hears our prayer?  

________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > As believers, we have the promise that God hears our prayers because we prayer in accordance with God’s will.  Moreover, God hears us, even if God does not give us the answer we want.  God hearing our prayers means that God is at least considering our appeal and supplication.  
· v14 > “And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.”  
· Sermon > Prayer is an essential function of faith.  Prayer is the language of want, desire, and necessity; it is a natural activity.  We have the confidence that God inclines an ear to our prayers, pleas, and petitions.  
· Psalms 88:2 > “Let my prayers come before thee: incline thine ear unto my cry.”  
· Sermon > If we know God’s will, we can pray with boldness.  This is “praying in the Spirit” which allows the Holy Spirit to give us an inward witness of God’s will supported by an outward witness of God’s word.  
5)  Why it is important for the saved to pray for the unsaved?  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
· BTS > We ought to pray for others as well as for ourselves that they may be enlightened, converted, and saved.  In addition, we pray for other believers that they may be sincere, that their sins may be pardoned, and that they may be delivered from the evil one.  

· Sermon > God wants us praying for one another, by intercessory, for erring, straying and sinning brothers and sisters not in Christ.  In fact, we should pray for our unsaved family members who commit sin that do not lead to or result in death; God will give them life (not death).  
· v16 > “If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and he (God) shall give him life for them that sin not unto death.  There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it.”  

BONUS)  Explain the different between “sin not unto death” and “sin unto death.”  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

· BTS > It is difficult to determine exactly what John is affirming in v16 of the text.  Seeking God’s will allows for the discerning of sin in the person, yet only God can determines the “continued life” or the “time of death” for every sinners … even those who are “saved by grace.”  The Word of God makes a distinction between sinning willfully after full knowledge and sinning out of ignorance.  
· BTS > Sin not unto death refers to sin, which is not a mortal, or deadly sin.  Furthermore, the sin that does not cause the death of the sinner or someone else.  Like sickness, there are sins that are not unto death (cf. John 11:4).  When a believer “sees” his brother commit a sin that does not lead to death, the believer is to pray for that person.  The result is that God will grant the sinning brother “life,” but not every sinner is granted life because of answered prayer.  
· BTS > Sin unto death refers to “habitual sin” and “mortal sin” committed, for the most part, by the unsaved.  Failure to repent of and forsake sin may eventually lead to physical death as a judgment of God.  Here, John could be referring to those that deny that Jesus is the Christ, the incarnate Son of God.  As the confession of Christ, with the mouth and in the heart, is salvation unto life (Romans 10:9), so denial of Christ with the mouth and in the heart, is sin unto death.  

· BTS > John states the “sin unto death” refers to the denial of the Incarnation committed by those designated as the antichrists.  For those John states, “I am not saying that he should pray about that.”  
· BTS > All sins are punishable, but some sins are so heinous that those who commit them have no hope of ever obtaining eternal life.  The Old Testament makes a distinction between inadvertent sins committed in ignorance and deliberate sins committed arrogantly or “with a high hand” (Lev 4:2, 13, 22, 27; Deut 17:12).  Offering the correct sacrifice to God could cleanse the sinner of the sin committed in ignorance, but deliberate sins could only be removed by death.  John does not strictly forbid prayer for such a person, but it is clear that he is in doubt about its efficacy.  
· BTS > A similar distinction is made in this text between what later came to be called “mortal” (deadly) and “venial” (non-deadly) sins.  Certain designated sins, such as murder, idolatry, injustice, apostasy, adultery, and fornication, were sometimes considered “mortal sins.”  These sins pushed one over the edge and beyond the reach of God’s grace.  The Seven Deadly Sins are 1) Lust – strong sexual passion, 2) Gluttony – excessive consumption of food and drink, 3) Greed- excessive pursuit of material goods, 4) Sloth – excessive laziness, 5) Wrath – strong hate and anger, 6) Envy – intensive desire for other’s possessions, and 7) Pride – excessive view of one’s self.  

· BTS > Although the Old Testament’s distinction between lesser (unintentional) and greater (deliberate) sins possibly has some bearing on this text, the view that John is referring to some specific sin cannot be sustained from the context of 1John alone.  
· BTS > There is a “death-bearing sin” as many crimes bear the death penalty.  John makes it clear there is a sin that result in death for which we are told not to pray for them.  Keep in mind, all sin is serious and all unrighteousness is a sin.  All wrongdoing is sin, all lawlessness is sin, and therefore, all sin is unto death.  The warning is clear, “the wages of sin is death.”  

· v17 > “All unrighteousness is sin: and there is a sin not unto death.”  




