“I know I’ve been saved”
First John 5:13 – 21


Some people have the faulty assurance of their salvation based upon faulty thinking.  They believe that baptism, church attendance, or just being good will gain them approval from God.  Some folks think that if they have a church connection and exhibit an ethical life based upon a good moral character, they are saved.  ___________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


God wants the believer to have the blessed assurance found upon the promises of a faithful God and His inspired Word.  This blessed assurance of trust and confidence is not depended upon the amount of our faith, but upon the object of our faith, Christ Himself.  __________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


The Bible teaches that when we confess with our mouths the Lord Jesus and believe in our hearts that God raised Jesus from the dead, we shall be saved.  Furthermore, with our hearts, we believe that as righteousness and with our mouths, we believe that confession is made into salvation.  _____

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Here, in the conclusion of his “first epistle,” John leaves us with the certainty and clarity about what we actually believe and in whose hands we are truly resting.  ___________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “How do we know we are truly saved?”  

1  –  we  Have  _______________________________  [v13]  


John states the purpose of this letter is faith and eternal life.  John wants every believer to know, and to have the “blessed assurance” that their salvation is sufficient, superior, and sure.  __________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is salvation?  It means every sin is forgiven and buried in God’s forgetfulness.  It means that the Holy Spirit has comes to live or indwell within us.  It means when we die or the Rapture comes, which occurs first, we have the promised assurance of an eternal home in Heaven.  ______________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  we  Have  _______________________________  [v14]  


Prayer is an essential function of faith.  Prayer is a natural activity.  As believers, we have the promise that God hears us, even if God does not give us the answer we want.  __________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

God hearing us means that God is at least considering our appeal and supplication.  __________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If we know God’s will, we can pray with boldness.  This is “praying in the Spirit” which allows the Holy Spirit to give us an inward witness of God’s will supported by an outward witness of God’s word. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

God wants us praying for one another, by intercessory, for erring, straying, and sinning brothers and sisters not in Christ.  Here, the Bible teaches that we should pray for our unsaved family members who commit sin that do not lead to or result in death that God will give them life.  ________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

There is a sin committed by the unsaved that results in death, for which we are not to pray.  Keep in mind, all sin is serious.  All wrongdoing is sin, all lawlessness is sin, and all sin is death.  ________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We know that a truly born-again person does not “habitually sin.”  We know that born-again believers cannot commit a “mortal sin.”  _________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  we  Have  _______________________________  [v20]  


We have been given the faculty for sacred comprehension and the ability for spiritual insight.  We know that divine understanding and eternal life come only through Jesus Christ.  ________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Although Satan has blinded millions of people spiritually and has them in bandage, we have victory over the evil one, including hell, death, and the grave.  _______________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
