“practicing the truth”
Second John 1:1 – 7
11 September 2019

Relevant Question:  “How do we practice the truth?”  


1)  By Knowing the Truth (v2)  


2)  By Walking in the Truth (v4)  

3)  By Proclaiming the Truth (v7)  
1)  What is the one thing that summarizes the message of Second John?  

________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > The one thing that summarizes the message of Second John, is walking in love while embracing the Truth.  That is, Second John teaches us how to walk in Truth with Jesus, while reminding us that authentic love is a precursor to and the foundation for discipleship.  
· Sermon > The Bible teaches that we must be willing to invest in the Truth and to live rightly in order to reach and teach others with the Truth.  

· v4 > “I rejoiced greatly that I found of thy children walking in truth, as we have received a commandment from the Father.”  
· v6 > “And this is love, that we walk after his commandments.  This is the commandment, that, as you have heard from the beginning, you should walk in it.”  
· Sermon > The Word of God clearly states that we must know sound doctrine if we are to avoid false doctrine.  Knowing the Truth will enable us to spot a counterfeit or Gnosticism.  
2)  Define Gnostic or Gnosticism.  

________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > Gnostic or Gnosticism is the thought and practice of various heretical cults of the first- and second-century Christian Church teaching that special knowledge (gnosis) of the supreme divine being enables the redemption of the human spirit.  Moreover, Gnostics were distinguished by the conviction that matter is evil and that redemption or salvation comes through the possession of superior spiritual knowledge (gnosis).  
· Sermon > Biblical Christology maintains that Christ’s nature was both fully God and fully man with all the implications necessary for the fulfillment of salvific redemption.  The severest error in false religions, heresies, and cults is in a denial of the true nature of Jesus as The Christ.  This is the spirit of antichrist.  
· BTS > What does Gnosticism teach about salvation?  The only hope for humankind, while locked in this evil shell of a body is to spiritually transcend this world and deny the body.  Gnostics believed that in order to acquire salvation one must possess certain knowledge, or gnosis, which must be delivered to a person by a messenger of light.  

· BTS > What does it mean to be agnostic?  A person who holds the view that any ultimate reality (such as God) is unknown and probably unknowable broadly; one who is not committed to believing in either the existence or the nonexistence of God or a god.  2]  A person who is unwilling to commit to an opinion about something political agnostic.  
· v7 > “For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh.  This is a deceiver and an antichrist.”  
3)  Who is the “elect lady” of the text?  


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > John writes this letter to the “elect lady” or chosen or privileged mother and to her children.  Several theories have been proposed to explain this phrase “elect lady.”  The chosen woman could be either an “Individual” who was very dear to John, or a “Church” who is symbolically referred to in the text as the “elect lady.”  
· Sermon > Here, John warns the “church” that itinerant preachers were traveling about teaching and deceiving the believers with false doctrine.  These false teachers were of the antichrist.  

· Sermon > The “elect lady” and “her children” have been faithful to the Lord and here, John hopes to encourage them to remain committed and faithful.  It is evident that John desires to encourage them in the faith, seeking to equip them to continue their stand for Truth.  
· v1 > “The elder unto the elect lady and her children, whom I love in the truth; and not I only, but also all they that have known the truth.”  
4)  According to the sermon, what are the two eternal things God has committed to the Church?  

________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > The two eternal things God has committed to the people of the church are Truth and Love.  The good news is Love and Truth are inseparable.  Truth without love leads to legalism.  Love without truth leads to indulgent.  Truth is eternal.  Truth is unmovable, unalterable, and unadulterated; therefore, walk in the Truth.  Truth only needs to be proclaimed and lived-out daily. 
· Sermon > Love is also eternal.  Love is delicate but not draining, essential but never expendable.  Keep speaking Truth in love.  Keep speaking Truth to power.  Love never fails in any test or withers with age.  

· v4-5 > “I rejoiced greatly that I found some of your children walking in the truth, just as we have been commanded by the Father.  5And now I beseech thee lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment unto thee, but that which we had from the beginning, that we love one another.”  
5)  What is truth?  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Truth is that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh.  Truth is the actual state of a matter.  Truth is the conformity with fact or reality; its authenticity, honesty, certainty.  Truth is sincerity in action, character, or utterance.  Truth is a transcendent fundamental certainty or spiritual reality.  
· Sermon > It is not knowledge but Truth that will make us free.  After all, the Truth is not something we simply study or believe, it is the motivating force that guides our lives.  Knowing the Truth will enable us to spot the counterfeit, the deceiver, or Gnosticism.  
· v7 > “For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh.  This is a deceiver and an antichrist.”  

BONUS)  Explain two of the eight signs of a false religion.  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

· 1] It rejects historic Christianity:  denying the work of the Holy Spirit.  
· 2] It denies one of the major doctrines of Christianity:  Incarnation, the Virgin Birth, the Vicarious Sacrificial Death, the Resurrection, the Ascension, and the Second Coming.  

· 3] It has a “supposed new authority” or revelation of God, Christ, or sin.  

· 4] It has an authoritative founder or “so called prophet” who has discovered a special message or revelation.  

· 5] It is highly legalistic and requires a special life-style or unusual activities.  

· 6] It has a “book” that is equal to or above that of the Holy Bible.  

· 7] It advocates experience over doctrine:  feeling and emotions more than faith.  

· 8] It is salvation by works:  salvation through works that denies blood atonement and grace.  




