“practicing the truth”
Second John 1:1 – 7

The Apostle John writes his Second Epistle a few years after the “first epistle” around A.D.90 from Ephesus where he served as pastor.  __________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


The Second Epistle of John is the shortest of the sixty-six books of the Bible containing just 300 words.  Second John teaches us how to walk with Jesus.  __________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


The Bible teaches that we must be willing to invest in the truth and to live rightly in order to reach and teach others with the truth.  False teachers were seeking to add to the truth of Christ, going beyond what Jesus taught and away from the Apostle’s doctrine of truth.  ______________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Gnostic or Gnosticism is the thought and practice of various heretical cults of the first- and second-century Christian Church teaching that special knowledge (gnosis) of the supreme divine being enable the redemption of the human spirit.  Moreover, Gnostics were distinguished by the conviction that matter is evil, and that salvation comes through the possession of superior spiritual knowledge (gnosis).  _______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question >  “How do we practice the truth?”  

1  –  by  ______________________  THE  TRUTH  [v2]  


John writes this letter to the “elect lady” or chosen or privileged mother and to her children.  Remember, for hundreds of the years, the early Christians did not have large buildings to gather in.  Until that became possible, the church met in public halls or, more often, in private homes.  ________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

John was determined to do all he could to prevent the “elect lady” and “her children” from falling victim to the schemes and deceit of these false teachers.  In order to prevent falling prey to such teaching, we too must be aware of their tactics and approach.  The best defense against false teaching is a thorough understanding of the core doctrines of the Bible.  _______________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We all must abide in the Word while abiding in Christ if we are to overcome those who seek to hinder our faith and undermine sound doctrine.  False teachers work very methodically, rarely, if ever, removing all truth.  They leave just enough truth to make it palatable, while subtly sprinkling in their false doctrine.  ____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We must live a life of truth.  The truth dwelling in us and we abiding in the truth, forever.  _______
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  by  ______________________  THE  TRUTH  [v4]  


The two eternal things God has committed to the people of the church are  _________________ 

The good news is they are inseparable.  ________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Love is also eternal.  _____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

John rejoices that the “children of the church” are walking in the truth.  To walk in the truth is to be obedient to the truth God has made known. _____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  by  ______________________  THE  TRUTH  [v7]  


Because deceivers are pronouncing the “false,” as believers, we ought to be proclaiming the truth; the reality concerning our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Biblical Christology maintains that Christ’s nature was both fully God and fully man with all the implications necessary for the fulfillment of salvific redemption.  ______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Signs of a false religion:  
[1] It rejects historic Christianity.  ______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

[2] It denies one of the major doctrines of Christianity.  _____________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

[3] It has a supposed new authority or revelation of God.  ___________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
[4] It has an authoritative founder or so called “prophet.”  ___________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
[5] It is hightl legalistic.  _____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
[6] It has a “book” that is equal to or above that of the Holy Bible.  ____________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
[7]  It advocates experience over doctrine.  ______________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
[8] It is salvation by works.  __________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
