“payment for the truth”
Second John 1:8
18 September 2019

Relevant Question:  “What are the payments for the truth?”  


1)  A Verifying Look (v8a)  


2)  A Gratifying Work (v8b)  

3)  A Satisfying Reward (v8c)  
1)  What happens when the truth is told?  

________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Whenever the truth is told, the innocent goes free and the guilty are incarcerated.  Keep in mind, it is not the knowledge we know, but the truth we practice that will make us free.  In a court of law, we take an oath to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.  That is, the absolute truth, the cold hard truth, and the uncompromising unadulterated truth.  
2)  Summarize the message of Second John.  


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Second John may be summarized as walking in love while embracing the truth.  That is, Second John teaches us how to live (walk) in the love of Christ while taking on or embracing the truth of God.  Here, Second John challenges the believer to practice brotherly love and to accomplish self-examination.  
· v6-7 > “And this is love, that we walk after his commandments.  This is the commandment, That, as ye have heard from the beginning, ye should walk in it.  7For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh.  This is a deceiver and an antichrist.”  

3)  The fruit of our labor can survive even amidst a sea of lies and deceits.  [T] or [F]  

________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > False, the fruit of our labor will not survive amidst a sea of lies, deceits, and falsehoods.  We must work for the truth or else we will lose the things for which we have been working.  Each of us must be watchful so that we don’t lose sight of the “very things” for which we have worked.  
· v8 > “Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward.”  
4)  The practice of the truth is its’ own reward.  [T] or [F]  

· Sermon > True, John affirms that practicing the truth is its’ own reward.  That is, the reward we receive is not about the knowledge we know, but the truth for which we work.  Only what we do for Christ will last, and only what we do for Christ shall be counted in the end.  Our blessed reward is eternal life with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
· v8 > “Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward.”  
5)  According to the sermon, what is meant to “Look to yourself”?  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Look to yourself means to verify and validate that you are walking circumspectively in the world, and that you are looking about cautiously as you go through life.  That is, to be on our guard and stay watchfully, carefully looking out that we utter only the Truth.  After all, we are to “model” or “pattern” our lives after Jesus Christ.  
· Sermon > The truth demands that those who would embrace her that they themselves look and live truthfully.  It is not enough to know the truth; we must look upon the truth through our daily actions (laboring for the Lord).  
BONUS)  Indicate the main falsehood of the Gnostics.  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > The Gnostics main false teaching declared that Jesus was not human; Christ has not come in the flesh.  Moreover, Gnostics professed to possess a special knowledge (gnosis).  They sought to add their false doctrine to the truth about Jesus Christ.  They went beyond what Jesus commanded, misinterpreting what Christ taught, and gave information contrary to the truth of the Apostle’s doctrine.  
· Sermon > Truth is the motivating force which steers our lives.  Therefore, the best ways to overcome or avoid false doctrine is to know and to observe sound (true) doctrine.  

· John 1:14 > “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.”  

· BTS > In Theology, Jesus coming in the flesh is called the “Incarnation” resulting in “Emmanuel” or “God with us.”  
· John 14:6 > “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”  

· BTS > Jesus is the author and finisher of our faith, the giver of eternal and abundant life, and the King of kings and Lord of lords.  



