“payment for the truth”
Second John 1:8

Second John challenges the believer to practice brotherly love and to accomplish self-examination.  Second John teaches us how to walk in the Truth of Jesus Christ.  ________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


TRUTH is the actual state of a matter, it’s conformity with facts or reality, authenticity, honesty, certainty.  It is a “transcendent fundamental certainty” or spiritual reality.  ______________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


The Bible teaches that the practice of truth is its’ own reward.  Knowing the truth enables us to spot the fake, the false, the counterfeit, and those who profess to possess a special knowledge (Gnosticism).  _____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Word of God makes plain that the best ways to overcome or avoid false doctrine is to know and observe sound doctrine.  _________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question >  “What are the payments for the truth?”  

1  –  a  ______________________  LOOK  [v8a]  


“Watch yourself” means to verify and validate that you are “walking” circumspectively in the world and that you are looking about cautiously as you go.  ________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Truth demands that those who would embrace her, themselves look and live truthfully.  ________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We must stay on our guard so that we do not lose fellowship with the Father.  ________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  A  ______________________  WORK  [v8b]  


The work we have done in Jesus’ name must be satisfying and gratifying.  The fruit of our labor will not survive amidst a sea of lies, deceits, and falsehoods.  _______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Even though truth is strong, her existence is fragile.  ____________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Someone once said, “When you have eliminated the impossible, whatever remains, however improbable, must be the truth.”  _______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  a  ______________________  REWARD  [v8c]  


John affirms that practicing the truth is its’ own reward.  The reward we receive is not about the knowledge we know, but about the truth for which we work.  ________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Like John, we too must proclaim our faith in Christ against false religion.  ____________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
