“protect the truth”
Second John 1:8 - 13
25 September 2019

Relevant Question:  “How do we protect the truth?”  


1)  Resist False Doctrine (v8)  


2)  Reject False Doctrine (v9)  

3)  Refute False Doctrine (v10)  
1)  Match the word with its definition:  


_____  Gnostics 
[A] an opinion or view at odds with orthodoxy or church belief. 

_____  Doctrine 
[B] individuals denying the humanity of Christ Jesus. 

_____  Antichrists
[C] individuals professing to possess special knowledge about Christ. 

_____  Heresy 
[D] individuals declaring that God is unknowable or cannot be known. 

_____  Agnostics
[E] dogmatic principles and policies defining a particular faith or belief. 


[F] individuals who believe that Jesus is Christ. 
· Sermon > Gnostics [ C ] – Doctrine [ E ] – Antichrists [ B ] – Heresy [ A ] – Agnostics [ D ].  
· Sermon > [ F ] individuals who believe that Jesus is Christ are called Christians.  

2)  What did the children of the “elect lady” reported to or shared with John?  

________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > According to John’s exhortation to the elect or chosen lady, her children reported that “deceivers” or false teachers had infiltrated the Church with their dangerous teachings which denied the “humanity” of Jesus Christ.  These anti-Christian Gnostics (antichrists) went beyond what Jesus commanded, or misinterpreting what Christ taught, and/or gave information contrary to the truth of the Apostle’s doctrine.  
· Sermon > These antichrists were a threat to the mission and ministry of the church in which all Christians are mutually engaged.  We must all be willing to practice, proclaim, and protect the truth to live righteously and to work diligently in order to teach and to reach a lost world for Christ. 
· v7 > “For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh.  This is a deceiver and an antichrist.”  

· v10 > “If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed.”  
3)  The best way to avoid false doctrine is to join a different church.  [T] or [F]  

________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > False, the best way to avoid or overcome false doctrine is to know and to observe sound doctrine.  Sound doctrine is the backbone of the Christian faith.  Joining a different church is no guarantee of receiving sound doctrine.  Christian sound doctrine identifies the tenets (ideology) of the faith, the principles (belief) of God’s words, and provides the spiritual wisdom (insight) to recognize the false, the fake, and the counterfeit.  
· Sermon > Both John and Paul taught that authentic truth and sound doctrine are essential to the strength and stability of the Christian character.  Therefore, “abiding” in sound doctrine is tantamount to avoiding (overcoming and rejecting) all false doctrines.  
· v8 > “Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward.”  
4)  To deviate from the truth is to leave behind both the Father and the Son.  [T] or [F]  

· Sermon > True, deviating from the truth is to leave behind both the Father and the Son.  John cautions every believer not to “overstep” the boundaries of sound doctrine, but to rest in the knowledge and faith of Jesus Christ.  

· Sermon > God rejects any person who does not protect the truth of Christ.  After all, anyone who continues in the teaching of Christ has both the Father and the Son.  
· v9 > “Whosoever transgress and abide not in the doctrine of Christ, has not God.  He that abide in the doctrine of Christ, he has both the Father and the Son.”  
BONUS) Why did John forbade the granting of “God speed” to false teachers?  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > John believed that welcoming false teachers in your home and/or bidding them “God speed” were synonymous to participating in their “evil” deeds.  John declares that if anyone comes to you and brings a doctrine contrary to what Jesus Christ taught, do not receive him, do not accept him, do not welcome, or admit him into your house, or bid him Godspeed, or give him any encouragement.  
· Sermon > Do not give space to the devil; do not allow evil in any form to frequent your home.  Moreover, do not offer them hospitality, do not aid them, and do not bid them Godspeed in their travel, because doing so will mark a person as a partner in their evil deeds.  

· Sermon > John demands complete detachment and disassociation from such deceivers as the only appropriate course of action for genuine believers.  Hospitality towards deceivers aids the spread of their heresy, and inevitably leaves the impression of sanctioning the teachings of these antichrists.  
· v11 > “For he that bids him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.”  




