“protecting the truth”
Second John 1:8 - 13

Second John teaches us that truth and love are inseparable.  The message of Second John can be summarizes as walking in Love, while embracing the Truth.  That is, a life lived-out in love is made free when exposed to the truth.  _______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Someone once said, “As a small mistake in leveling an arrow at the hand makes a great difference at the target; so a small mistake in the notion of truth makes a wide difference in the practice of the ungodly.”  ____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


The Bible teaches that we must be willing to practice, proclaim, and protect the truth and to live righteously, in order to teach and to reach a lost world.  Knowing the truth enables us to spot the fake, the false, the counterfeit, and those who profess to possess a special knowledge (Gnosticism).  ____
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Heresy is any opinion or view that is at strong odds with orthodox or established church beliefs, customs, or teachings.  _____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question >  “How do we protect the truth?”  

1  –  ______________________  FALSE  DOCTRINE  [v8]  


Watch yourselves, examine yourself, and be on guard so that you do not lose the things for which you have worked.  Instead, you shall receive a fully rewarded.  ______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This is our own work.  The things we have done in the name of Christ.  The things we’ve thought seriously, felt deeply, prayed earnestly, resolved strenuously, chosen deliberately, wrestled resolutely, and resisted patiently.  The good news is God will never forget what we had done in His name.  __________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The antichrists were a threat to the work of the Lord in which John and the church were mutually engaged.  After all, our work, task, labor is to glorify God and to edify the Body of Christ.  __________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  ______________________  FALSE  DOCTRINE  [v9]  


“Abiding” in sound doctrine is tantamount to rejecting false doctrine.  Anyone who does not “abide” or continue in the doctrine or teaching of Christ, but teaches things beyond it, do not have the Truth.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

To deviate from the truth is to leave both the Father and the Son behind.  ___________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

John proclaims that a failure to be faithful to the sound doctrine of the faith marks a person as having never been “born again.”  ______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  ______________________  FALSE  DOCTRINE  [v10]  


If anyone comes to you and does not bring true teaching or sound doctrine, do not receive him or her into your house.  In other words, don’t give space to the Devil; do not allow evil, in any form, to frequent your homes.  ______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Welcoming false teachers is the same as sharing in their false work.  Anyone who welcomes them shares in their evil deeds.  ___________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Hospitality towards deceivers aids the spread of their heresy, and inevitably leaves the impression of sanctioning the teachings of these antichrists.  _________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
