“USING WHAT YOU GOT”
2 Kings 4:1 – 7
20 March 2019
Relevant Question:  “How do we use what we got?”  


1)  Bring Your Burdens to the Lord (v1)  

2)  Take Inventory of What You Got (v2)  

3)  Act Upon the Word of God (v3)  
1)  What should we do with our burdens and problems?  

___________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > In the midst of our disasters, both economical and spiritual, we should bring our trials, troubles, and burdens to the Lord.  Like the widow woman, when burdens come our way we too must turn them all over to God.  Only God can turn burdens into blessings.  God wants to bless us.  
· Sermon > Tribulation is meant to move us toward waiting patiently for our deliverance or blessing.  Keep in mind that trouble oft-times precede a blessing.  Trouble is a blessing in work clothes.  The good news is that God can turn our burdens into blessings.  

· v1 > “Now there cried a certain woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets unto Elisha, saying, Thy servant my husband is dead; and thou know that thy servant did fear the Lord: and the creditor is come to take unto him my two sons to be bondmen.”  
2)  According to the sermon, in declaring she had nothing in the house, what did the woman overlook?  


___________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > The woman overlooked her number one asset, her two sons.  As long as we have other people, family and friends, we have help and assisting.  When we take inventory of what we have, we will find that we have someone to share the burden and to keep our spirits moving forward.  
· Sermon > As we take inventory, we will find something, a variety of things or stuff, we might give to God.  We will always find something usable, both physical and spiritual, so that we might use what we got for God.  
· Sermon > No matter the issue, keep looking within and around, and use what you have for the Lord.  Even a small amount of anything is enough for God to work a miracle.  When the little boy gave Jesus his two fish and five loaves of bread, Jesus fed more than 5000 people.  
· v2 > “Thine handmaid has not anything in the house, save a pot of oil.”  

3)  Why did Elisha tell the woman to “borrow” empty jars, but not to borrow a few?  

___________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Elisha was subtly telling the woman that the number of jars and the size of her faith and miracle was up to her.  In fact, the widow’s faith can be “measured” by the number of jars she borrowed.  Moreover, her ability to borrow was predicated on her friendliness with her neighbors.  If you have been a friendly neighbor, you will have friendly neighbors.  If you have loved your neighbors, you can approach your neighbors and you can borrow from your neighbors.  
· Sermon > Elisha told the woman to pour the oil from her jar into the borrowed empty jar.  Physically, this seemed to be foolish act.  Do not cry out to God for help and then complain about the direction God sends you.  Act upon the Word of God.  Nothing done by the direction of God is ever useless or a waste of time in God’s plan and purpose.  As long as there were “empty” jars, the oil kept flowing and pouring.  When all the “borrowed jars” were full, the oil stopped flowing.  
· v3-4 > “Then he said, Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of all thy neighbors, even empty vessels; borrow not a few.  4And when thou art come in, thou shalt shut the door upon thee and upon thy sons, and shalt pour out into all those vessels, and thou shalt set aside that which is full.”  
4)  What is the second part of this miracle?  

___________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > The first part of the miracle was the “inexhaustible” supply of oil in a single jar.  With a house packed with borrowed jars now filled with olive oil, God implements the second part of the miracle.  The quality of the oil increased its cost.  God creates a market demand for the olive oil.  God regulated the economy so that the woman made enough money so that she might pay off the creditor and her family might live on the fixed income of the remainder.  
· v7 > “Then she came and told the man of God.  And he said, Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou and thy children of the rest.”  
5)  According to the sermon, what did the following men have that God used?  

Moses the Lawgiver:  ______________________________________________________


David the shepherd boy:  ___________________________________________________


John the Baptist:  _________________________________________________________

Jesus Christ:  ____________________________________________________________
· Sermon > Moses the Lawgiver had a rod that God used to authenticate His power over Pharaoh. 
· Exodus 4:2-3 > “And the Lord said unto him, What is that in thine hand?  And he said, A rod. 3And he said, Cast it on the ground.  And he cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from before it.  4And the Lord said unto Moses, Put forth thine hand, and take it by the tail.  And he put forth his hand, and caught it, and it became a rod in his hand.”  
· Sermon > David the shepherd boy had a sling that God used to defend His name against Goliath. 
· 1Sam 17:50 > “And David put his hand in his bag, and took thence a stone, and slang it, and smote the Philistine in his forehead, that the stone sunk into his forehead; and he fell upon his face to the earth.  50So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with a stone, and smote the Philistine, and slew him; but there was no sword in the hand of David.”  

· Sermon > John the Baptist had a voice that God used to fulfill His prophecy through Isaiah.  

· John 1:22-23 > “Then said they unto him, who art thou that we may give an answer to them that sent us?  What sayest thou of thyself?  23He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Isaiah.”  

· Sermon > Jesus Christ had a sinless life (blood) that God used to emancipate a dying world from the debilitating effects of the bondage of sin.  

· Matthew 20:28 > “Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.”  



