“USING WHAT YOU GOT”

2Kings 4:1 – 7

March is Stewardship Month.  Christian stewardship is about loaner-ship, and not ownership.  We must learn to give what we have to the Lord.  With God, it is never a matter of how much, but how faithful.  A failure to obey is wickedness.  With God, it is never a question of how far, but how long.  A failure to act is slothfulness.  It is not our ability, but rather our availability.  A failure to give is sinfulness.  _______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

God wants to bless us.  In order to be blessed of God, we got to learn to use what we have.  If we are to find favor with God, we must use or apply what we have.  Do not allow this society or cultural – or this current situation to destroy the steadfastness of your faith or your giving to God.  ___________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Keep in mind; trouble oft-times precede a blessing.  Trouble is a blessing in work clothes.  On our “path to promise” there will be problems.  Joyfully, God can turn our problems into blessings.  A dying world and a lustful flesh can fool us into thinking that God’s blessings are free.  God’s grace is free.  Jesus’ salvation is free, but the blessings of the Lord will cost us to “use what we got.  ____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


The Bible teaches that – when we give to God we are blessed.  When we have pity on the poor, we lend to the Lord and are blessed.  When we labor with the Lord, we are blessed.  When we suffer and are persecuted for Christ, we are blessed.  ___________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “How do we use what we got?”  
1  –  bring  your  ______________________  TO  THE  LORD  (v1)  

This is a story of a “certain woman” who was having trouble.  What did she do?  She gave what she had to God.  ___________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  TAKE  ________________________  OF  WHAT  YOU  GOT (v2)  

This certain woman said, “Thine handmaid has not anything in the house, save a pot of oil.”  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We all have something (various things / stuff) we can give to God.  ________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  ACT  UPON  THE  __________________________________  (v3)  

Elisha tells this woman, “Go outside and borrow jars from all your neighbors, empty jars and not just a few.”  _______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

When things achieved seems useless in purpose, get ready to be blessed.  When you have done all that God has commanded you to do, be prepared to be blessed.  __________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In v4, Elisha said, “Pour your oil into all the borrowed vessels, and as each is filled, put it to one side.”  ___________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In v7, Elisha told her, “Go, sell the oil, and pay your debts.  You and your sons can live on what is left.”  ____________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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