“encouraging the saints”
Third John 1:1 – 8
16 October 2019

Relevant Question:  “How should we encourage the saints?”  


1)  Through Fervent Prayer (v2)  


2)  Through Great Joy (v4)  

3)  Through Humble Praise (v8)  
1)  What is hospitality?  

________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Hospitality is the quality of receiving and treating guests and strangers in a warm, friendly, and generous manner.  The good news is God has hospitable Christians positioned everywhere ready to assist weary travelers.  God has a multitude of already saved souls everywhere who can be summoned to provide aid to His people.  
· Sermon > In the ancient world, hospitality was a sacred duty.  The Bible teaches that we should practice hospitality and be welcoming to strangers that, in doing so, some of us have unknowingly entertained angels.  As believers, we must encourage the saints while rejecting the antichrist.  
2)  Explain the prosperity prayer of John for Gaius.  


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > John’s prayer for Gaius is not a prayer guaranteeing that “prosperity” will blessed him.  In fact, physical and financial prosperity is not the “results” for believers growing in Christ.  Christians should go around claiming and insisting that God is obligated to make them wealthy and healthy because of this verse.  
· Sermon > John offers a fervent prayer for Gaius that he, in all things, might prosper in health as he has prospered in spirit (soul).  In fact, john is saying, “I pray that you will be as healthy physically as you are spiritually.  
· v2 > “Beloved, I (pray) above all things that thou may prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospers.”  

3)  Every Christian is required to possess a “joyous” spirit.  [T] or [F]  

________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > True, the believer is encouraged to possess a “joyous spirit” through every situation of life.  John took great joy in the faithfulness and stewardship that Gaius demonstrates to his brethren in the Church and to the strangers that visited his town.  As joyous believers, we are grounded and rooted in biblical joy and in doctrinal truth by the Holy Spirit.  
· v4 > “I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.”  
4)  The things of the Spirit should be supported by the people filled with the Spirit.  [T] or [F]  

________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > True, the things and work of the Spirit must be supported and funded by the people who are filled with the Spirit.  Gaius knew that it was up to those of who knew the Gospel (not pagans) to see to it that others had a chance to hear the truth of the Gospel.  Hearing the Truth and walking in Truth restores the joy and reinstates the peace.  
· Sermon > Nothing made John happier than to hear that his children, including Gaius, were displaying real love and walking in Truth.  
· v8 > “They left on their journey for the sake of Jesus Christ, taking no support from the Gentiles.”  
5)  According to the sermon, why does John give Gaius “humble praise?”  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > John offers Gaius “humble praises” for his compassion, generosity, and hospitality to traveling Christians and visiting evangelists.  John affirms that it is a sacred duty to assist the weary traveler so that we may show ourselves co-workers with those who carry the Truth.  Humble Praise (exhortation and exaltation) is what every believer is called to give to one another for their faithful work for the Kingdom.  
· Sermon > Whether we are missionaries on the front line, or encouragers of the saint at the home front, we are co-worker together.  Not everyone can be on the front line, but by supporting those who are, we can make ourselves an ally of the truth.  The church needs those who will go out with the truth, but it also needs those who will be allies of the truth at home.  
· v8 > “Therefore, we ought to show hospitality to such people, so that we may become coworkers with the truth.”  



