“encouraging the saints”
Third John 1:1 - 8

It doesn’t require a sixth sense to feel hostility, suffer rejection, or recognize a lack of hospitality.  We’ve all known how it felt to be a stranger in a strange place.  Hospitality is the quality of receiving and treating guests and strangers in a warm, friendly, and generous way.  _____________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


God has hospitable Christians positioned everywhere ready to assist weary travelers.  God has a multitude of already saved souls, everywhere, who can be summoned to provide aid to the people of God.  ____________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


The Bible teaches that we should practice hospitality and be welcoming to strangers that, in doing so, some have unknowingly entertained angels.  In the ancient world, hospitality was a sacred duty.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Word of God encourages the church to show charity or love for those providing kindness and hospitality to one another.  ___________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question >  “How should we encourage the saints?”  

1  –  THROUGH  ______________________  PRAYER  [v2]  


Prayer is the source of every believer’s success, health, and strength.  It is God desire that every believer’s soul thrives, flourishes, and prospers.  _____________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

As the saints of God, we should provide passionate, earnest, and fervent prayers for fellow saints.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Gaius is encouraged to continue in the faith, the truth, and in hospitality.  ____________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  THROUGH  ______________________  JOY  [v4]  


The believer is encouraged to possess a “joyous spirit” through every situation of life.  John expresses his great joy over Gaius’ fidelity for the truth and his personal happiness.  _____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

As joyous believers, we are grounded and rooted in biblical joy and in doctrinal truth by the Holy Spirit.  ___________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Walking in truth restores the joy and reinstates the peace.  _______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  THROUGH  ______________________  PRAISE  [v8]  


Believers are called to exhort, to exalt, and to praise one another for their faithful work.  ________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

John affirms that it is a sacred duty to assist the weary travel so that we may show ourselves co-workers with those who carry the truth.  _________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

When we remember this, all giving to the wider work of Christ and His church must become not an obligation but a privilege; not a duty but a delight.  ________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
