“being a faithful witness”
Third John 1:9 – 14
16 October 2019

Relevant Question:  “How to become a faithful Christian witness?”  


1)  Avoid a Puffed Up Attitude (v9)  


2)  Display a Humble Spirit (v10)  

3)  Give a Truthful Testimony (v12)  
1)  Of what was Diotrephes guilty?  
[a]  Seeking preeminence among the church.  

[b]  Spreading malicious gossip against John.  

[c]  Refusing to receive visiting brethren.  

[d]  Putting out of the church people who supported John.  
[e]  All of the above.  

· Sermon > Diotrephes was guilty of [ E ], all of the above.  [A] Diotrephes loved putting himself first in the church.  You would never hear him saying, “First, giving honor unto God…”  [B] Diotrephes resorted to attacking us (Jesus and John) with false charges and gossip.  [C] Diotrephes refused to welcome any of the Lord’s followers who would visit that church.  [D] Diotrephes threaten that when other church members want to welcome them, he puts them out of the church.  
· v9-10 > “I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loves to have the preeminence among them, receives us not.  10Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds which he does, prating [disparaging] against us with malicious words: and not content therewith, neither do he himself receive the brethren, and forbids them that would, and casts them out of the church.”  
2)  What encouragement does John give to Gaius and what exhortation to Demetrius?  


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > John encouraged Gaius not to imitate what is evil, but what is good.  That is, don’t copy the evil deeds of others, but follow the righteous examples of people who do kind deeds.  They that do good are God’s children, but those who are always doing evil have never seen God. 
· Sermon > John exhorted Demetrius for his good testimony.  That is, everyone spoke well of Demetrius, and the truthful messages that he taught (the Truth itself).  John also spoke well of Demetrius and everyone knew that whatever John said was true.  
· v11 > “Beloved (Gaius), follow not that which is evil, but that which is good.”  
· v12 > “Demetrius hath good report of all men, and of the truth itself: yea, and we also bear record; and ye know that our record is true.”  

3) What benefit do we receive when we support those who serve the Lord?  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > As believers, we must offer hospitality and support the people that carry the message of Jesus Christ.  When we do, we become fellow laborer for the truth and co-laborers with Christ in the glorious salvation of others.  

· v8 > “Therefore, we ought to show hospitality to such people, so that we may become coworkers with the truth.”  
4)  Nothing destroys the witness for the Lord and church quicker than pride.  [T] or [F]  

________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > True, nothing can destroy the Christian witness quicker than a “puffed up” person.  A prideful spirit will lead to a conceited, arrogant, and bigheaded attitude.  Pride is a manifestation of sin.  Unfortunately, like Diotrephes, this attitude leads a person to wanting to be first (preeminence) among others and a rejection of church leadership.  (John apostolic authority).  
· v9 > “I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loves to have the preeminence among them, receives us not.”  
5)  The critical crisis in the Church is a lack of authentic witnesses.  [T] or [F]  

________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > True, in these last and evil days, the critical crisis in the Church today is a lack of authentic witnesses.  That is, everyone who should be witnessing isn’t.  Someone once said, “A witness is someone who by explanation and demonstration gives audible and visible evidence of what he or she has seen and heard without being deterred by the consequences of their action.”  
· Sermon > Being a witness for Christ may come in many forms.  A witness may give “verbal” confirmation of his faith as “joyful noise.”  A witness may give “visual” evidence of her redemption as being “bright and bubbly.”  A witness may give “demonstration” his or her generosity through stewardship to the church and hospitality to the saints.  
· v12a > “Demetrius has a good report of all men, and of the truth itself: yea, and we also bear record …”  
Bonus)  How is a good witness like a signpost?  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > A good witness is truly like a signpost.  It doesn’t matter whether it is old, young, pretty, or ugly.  The signpost has to point the right direction and be able to be understood.  We are witnesses to Christ, and like a signpost, we must point to him.  We must be understood in our faithful Christian witness.  
· v11b > “… He that does good is of God: but he that does evil has not seen God.”  



