“being a Faithful witness”
Third John 1:9 - 14

The strength of the Christian faith is still dependent upon individuals providing good ole’ fashion witnessing.  The growth of the Church is depended upon the faithful few providing a “good witness” on behalf of Christ.  ________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Being a witness for Christ may come in many forms.  A witness may give verbal confirmation of his or her faith as “joyful noise.”  A witness may give visual evidence of her or his redemption as being “bright and bubbly.”  ___________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


The Bible teaches that now, as then, being a “good witness” and showing “hospitality” are still sacred duties.  Both John and Paul reminds us that, as believers, we should mirror the true nature of Christ and become lovers of hospitality.  Even Paul declared that we should be practicing hospitality and be welcoming to strangers; for in doing so, some have entertained angels unaware.  __________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

John sends Demetrius with this letter addressed to church-leader Gaius soliciting his support for the traveling brethren and seeking his assistance in confronting Diotrephes for making unjustified and  malicious accusations against John.  ___________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question >  “How to become a faithful Christian witness?”  

1  –  avoid  a  ______________________  ATTITUDE  [v9]  


Paul had previously written to this church, but Diotrephes, the leader or deacon, did not acknowledge John’s apostolic authority.  Diotrephes refused to welcome traveling ministers or to recognize visiting brethren.  __________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Diotrephes was a dangerous man; he was insufferably proud.  Pride is a manifestation of sin.  ___
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Diotrephes had a position of responsibility in the church, but he loved it too much and when John the Elder, who had a greater authority, overruled him, the flaw in his character was exposed.  ______
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  display  A  ______________________  SPIRIT  [v10]  


One of the jobs of these visiting ministers was to teach.  Teaching and witnessing both require a “___________” spirit.  These ministers brought the doctrine of the Apostles, in this case John, to remote churches and brought doctrinal questions back to the Elder.  __________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Diotrephes attacks were unjust, unfriendly and uncalled for gossip, while Gaius trusts John as a faithful servant of Christ.  Yet, both were members of the same congregation.  Now, conflict and division is brewing betwee tow leaders within the same church.  _____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

John commends Gaius for his Christian witness.  Gaius is “imitating the good” and “eliminating the evil.  Not only that, whosoever practices what is good belongs to God, but whosoever practices what is bad has not seen God.  ___________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  GIVE  A  ______________________  TESTIMONY  [v12]  


Everyone that knew Demetrius had a good word for Demetrius.  ___________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Even the truth itself gives a truthful testimony and provides a faithful witness.  ________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
