“JESUS MAKES THE BITTER SWEET”

Exodus 15:23 – 27

Everywhere we are challenged with negative situations and bitter issues, i.e., family and friends.  Everyday we are confronted with depressing conditions and bitter events, i.e., job and ministry.  Every one of us will be exposed to bitter words and subjected to bitter lessons, i.e., health and wealth.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


The Bible teaches us that water is synonymous with the Holy Spirit.  This Old Testament narrative confirms that God used water to prove, try, and test the love, faith, and patience of His people.  Through it all, Christ can change our current condition, transforming negatives into positives.  ______

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “How does Jesus make the bitter sweet?”  
1  –  exercised  ________________________  [The Red Sea]  

Pharaoh attacked Israel at the Red Sea, a body of water that represents an obstacle and barrier.  Israel is caught between a rock and a hard place; either death by the sword or death by drowning.  __
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In Exodus 14:14, Moses tells the Children of Israel, “The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace.”  _____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Just like that their bitter situation was quickly made sweet.  _______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  energized  __________________  [The Oasis of Marah]  

Look at v22, Moses brought Israel through the wilderness, through the desert of Shur.  After three days, in the heat of the desert, over 100 degrees during the day, the people found no water and they are thirsty.  _______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

As they were travelling, off in the distance, Israel spots palm trees on the horizon, the Oasis at Marah.  __________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The water matched their disposition: bitter sinners.  Israel was delivered from the physical bondage of slavery, but as of yet were not delivered from the spiritual bondage of sin.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

God shows Moses a tree that when placed in the Oasis Spring of Marah, the waters became drinkable, delightful, and delicious.  This tree neutralized the bitter and made the water pleasant and sweet.  __________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Through energized ___________, “sweet” becomes therapeutics.  _________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  examined  ____________________  [The Wells of Elam]  

Elim means “gods.”  At Elim, Israel had good, sweet water and enough of it.  For the moment, Israel is not murmuring.  Israel’s thirst is quenched and their souls satisfied.  ____________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The twelve wells represent supernatural deliverance from want.  A well for each of the twelve tribes of Israel.  ____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The seventy palm trees represent 
The abundant supply of resource from our God.  Israel’s character was at ease because their souls were at rest.  ___________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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